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Health  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth, 

May,  1957. 

To  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates  and  Councillors  of  the  City  and  Royal 
Burgh  of  Perth,  and  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  ninth  Annual  Report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1956. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  continued  progress.  As  shown  by  the  statistical 
information  the  most  notable  feature  of  the  year  is  the  fact  that  the  infant 
mortality  rate  is  once  again  at  a very  low  level,  being  22  per  1,000  births. 

During  the  year  for  the  first  time,  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was 
introduced,  some  3,130  children  being  registered  for  vaccination. 

I should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Lord  Provost  and  members 
' of  the  Town  Council  for  their  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  throughout  the  year.  I should  also  like  to  record  my 
s appreciation  to  my  fellow  officials  in  other  departments  of  the  Corporation 
i for  their  help  at  all  times,  and  to  all  the  members  of  my  staff  in  the  Health 
t Department  I should  like  to  convey  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  work 
1 throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  M.  AITKEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


•B 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  Yeai  1956. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  : The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at 
30th  June,  1956,  was  41,072,  being  an  increase  of  117  compared  with  the 
1955  figure.  The  population  density  is  9.6  per  acre. 

Birth  Rate  : There  was  a decrease  of  17  in  the  corrected  number  of 
births  for  1956  as  compared  with  the  1955  figure.  The  actual  birth  rate 
was  15.6  which  is  considerably  lower  than  the  rate  for  Scotland  which  was 
18.5  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  large  burghs  was  also  18.5. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  : The  illegitimate  birth  rate  fell  to  5.0  compared 
with  5.8  per  100  births  for  1955.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  4.3  and  for 
large  burghs  3.7. 

Still  Birth  Rate  : The  still  birth  rate  showed  a considerable  increase 
being  20  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  13  for  the  previous  year.  The 
rate  for  large  burghs  and  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  24. 

Death  Rate  : The  death  rate  for  1956  was  12.2  per  1,000  of  the  population 
and  was  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  adjusted  for  age  and 
sex  distribution  was  11.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  12  and 
: for  large  burghs  11.5. 

I Infant  Mortality  Rate  : The  infant  mortality  rate  was  22  per  1,000  five 
: births,  being  a decrease  in  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  which  was  32 
: per  i,oco  live  births.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  29  and  for 
large  burghs  30. 

' Maternal  Deaths  : There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

I The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  .5  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  : During  the  year  there  were  4 deaths  from 
this  disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  .10  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
: compared  with  .2  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland 
1 was  .16  and  for  large  burghs  .18.  During  the  year  there  were  no  deaths  from 
« non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  : During  the  year  there  were  two 

• deaths  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  giving  a death  rate  of  .05  per 
ijOoo  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  and  for  large 

• burghs  was  .06. 

■ Deaths  from  Cancer  : Of  the  deaths  registered  76  were  due  to  cancer, 

• being  a decrease  of  19  from  the  previous  year,  and  giving  a death  rate  of 
*•85  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Marriages  : The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  district  was  446 
giving  a rate  of  10.9  compared  with  8.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  for 
the  whole  of  Scotland  and  9.6  for  large  burghs. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  : The  existing  arrangements  foi 
these  clinics  have  continued  to  prove  satisfactory.  There  was  a decrease  ol 
264  in  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  comparec 
with  the  attendances  during  1955,  the  total  number  of  attendances  beinj 
6578  of  which  4112  were  in  respect  of  City  patients.  A total  of  107$ 
persons  attended  during  the  year  and  of  that  number  463  were  resident  ir 
the  City.  During  the  year  596  patients  attended  for  post-natal  examination 
280  of  these  being  resident  in  the  City. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  : The  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  yea: 
totalled  10,665  compared  with  10,539  for  1955.  Again  I should  like  tc 
thank  the  members  of  the  Ladies  Committee  for  the  work  they  do  at  thd 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  The  following  ladies  gave  their  sendees  voluntaril] 
during  the  past  year : — 

Mrs.  Andrew,  Murray  Crescent. 

Mrs.  Childs,  Abbot  Street. 

Mrs.  Douglas,  Langley  Road,  Scone. 

Miss  Macdonald,  23  Oakbank  Road. 

Miss  McLeod,  22  Priory  Place. 

Mrs.  Panton,  Muiredge,  Burghmuir. 

Mrs.  Gavigan,  Balhousie  Street. 

Consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  provision  of  a chil  . 
welfare  clinic  in  the  Letham  Housing  estate,  and  at  the  time  of  writin  r 
a Nurses  Clinic  has  been  opened  at  the  Letham  Kirk  Hall  where  welfar 
foods  can  be  purchased  weekly.  The  ladies  of  the  Woman’s  Guild  of  th 
church  have  offered  to  assist  in  the  running  of  the  clinic  and  I am  mos 
grateful  for  this  generous  offer. 

Toddlers  Clinic  : 240  children  were  examined  at  this  clinic  during  th 
year. 

Premature  Infants  : It  was  not  necessary  to  transfer  any  prematui^r 
infants  to  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  for  special  care  and  attention. 

Of  the  633  births  in  respect  of  persons  whose  usual  place  of  resident  it 
is  within  the  City,  25  were  premature,  and  of  this  number  2 were  boi 
at  home  and  23  in  hospital. 

Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children  : 5 unmarried  mothers  an 
their  children  whose  permanent  address  was  within  the  City,  were  provide1'' 
with  care  and  attention  at  Melville  House,  129  Scott  Street.  During  tl  jfl 
year  this  voluntary  organisation  carried  out  the  work  connected  with 
adoption  cases,  being  a decrease  of  7 compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Welfare  Foods  Department  : The  following  Welfare  Foods  have  bet 
sold  at  the  Distribution  Centre  at  22  York  Place  and  at  the  Child  Welfa 
Clinics  : — 
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Child 

22  York  Place 

Welfare  Clinics 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1954 

1955 

1956 

National  Dried  Milk  (Tins)  11669 

17695 

17968 

6301 

53ii 

5168 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (Bottles)  . 1800 

4047 

3327 

1304 

1570 

1648 

Orange  Juice  (Bottles)  . 9935 

23460 

23236 

7184 

8994 

9780 

Vitamin  Tablets  (Packets)  61 1 

1557 

1349 

156 

448 

404 

* Since  28th  June. 

In  addition  the  following  proprietary  foods  were 

sold 

at  the 

Child 

Welfare  Clinics  during  the  year  : — 

5484  packets  of  dried  milk. 

287  strained  foods. 

1428  vitamin  preparations. 

713  packets  of  cereals. 

820  other  foods. 

41  Child  Welfare  instruction  books. 

Day  Nursery  : The  number  of  attendances  at  Florence  Place  Day 
Nursery  during  the  year  was  10,770.  The  average  daily  attendance  during 
the  year  was  39.5. 

Training  of  Nursery  Nurses  : The  scheme  for  training  of  nursery  nurses 

• continued  as  formerly.  During  the  year  3 students  completed  their  first 
; year  and  4 their  second  year  of  training.  4 students  passed  the  examination 
: and  gained  the  Nursery  Nurses  certificate. 

• Children’s  Homes  : During  the  year  59  children  under  5 years  of  age  and 
: 25  over  5 years  of  age  were  admitted  to  the  Children’s  Homes.  The  medical 
I treatment  continues  to  be  provided  by  each  child’s  family  doctor.  The 

Medical  Officers  of  the  Health  Department  continue  to  pay  regular  visits 
' to  the  Homes. 

' Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Act  : During  the  year  two  persons  were 
ft  registered  under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Act.  Both  persons  are 
in  charge  of  Kindergarten  Schools  for  15  and  13  children  respectively. 

• The  premises  have  been  inspected  and  considered  satisfactory. 

• Dental  Care  : During  the  year  209  applications  were  received  under  the 

■ priority  dental  scheme.  There  were  no  applications  in  respect  of  pre-school 
-children.  The  total  number  was  in  respect  of  nursing  and  expectant 

■ mothers.  Fees  paid  to  dentists  in  practice  under  the  scheme  amounted  to 
:C472  6s. 

In  order  to  assess  the  state  of  the  teeth  of  5 year  old  school  entrants, 

• the  amount  of  treatment  already  received,  and  the  need  for  further  treat- 
iment,  it  was  agreed  that  a dental  officer  from  the  Department  of  Health 
fishould  inspect  these  children  at  school.  It  was  further  agreed  that  informa- 
tion should  be  sought  from  the  Dental  Estimates  Board  to  ascertain  the 
Idetails  of  treatment  given  to  all  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  were 
•resident  in  the  City  and  who  had  attended  Perth  dentists. 
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The  total  number  of  children  inspected  was  451.  The  number  foun< 
not  requiring  treatment  was  50  (11%).  The  number  requiring  treatmen 
(including  those  who  had  had  some  treatment  in  the  past)  was  401  (89  ,,) 
The  401  children  requiring  treatment  had  1,701  decayed  teeth  in  the  mola 
region  alone,  and  this  despite  the  fact  that  533  molar  teeth  had  alread 
been  extracted  and  158  had  been  filled.  Of  the  1701  decayed  molar  teet 
present  in  the  mouths  of  those  children,  it  was  the  Dental  Officer’s  opinio: 
that  600  were  beyond  conservation  and  required  extraction.  The  remain 
ing  1 1 01  were  considered  suitable  for  attempted  conservation  by  filling  0 
otherwise.  It  was  further  found  that  192  “ Eye  ” teeth  were  decayed,  th 
vast  majority  being  suitable  for  conservation  ; and  507  “ front  ” teet 
were  decayed,  one-fifth  requiring  extraction. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  Town  Council  in  consultation  with  th 
Local  Dental  Committee  are  considering  methods  of  improving  dent; 
health  education  with  a view  to  more  parents  taking  pre-school  children  t 
dentists  to  have  examinations  and  the  necessary  treatment  carried  out. 


Birth  Notifications  : There  were  1167  births  notified  as  occurring  withi 
the  City,  being  an  increase  of  66  from  the  previous  year.  In  633  cases  th 
usual  place  of  residence  was  within  the  City  and  was  an  increase  of  1 
compared  with  the  1955  figure.  30  per  cent  of  the  City  births  were  confine 
at  home.  83.5  per  cent  of  all  the  births  occurred  in  maternity  hospitals 
nursing  homes. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  : There  was  a decrease  in  the  infant  mortal! 
rate,  the  figure  for  1956  being  22  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  32  f< 
the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scodand  was  29  and  for  lar: 
burghs  30. 

64  per  cent  of  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  occurred 
the  first  month  of  life  as  compared  with  48  per  cent  during  1955.  Of 
deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month,  9 occurred  within  48  hours  of  birth.  If: 
all  these  9 cases  the  mothers  were  confined  in  hospital.  For  the  cause; 
of  death  reference  should  be  made  to  Table  No.  4. 

Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families  : In  last  year’s  report  I mac  1 
reference  in  detail  to  the  composition  and  functions  of  the  Commits  ti 
which  deals  with  this  problem.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Ar<  i 
Officer  of  the  National  Assistance  Board  has  regularly  attended  tl  b: 
monthly  meetings  throughout  the  year,  and  his  inclusion  on  the  Committt  m 
has  been  a great  help.  A total  of  47  cases  have  been  dealt  with  throughoi  gi 
the  year. 

Marriage  Guidance  Council  : This  organisation  has  now  bee  : 

functioning  for  over  a year  and  some  18  cases  have  been  dealt  with.  Tl  . 
work  of  the  organisation  is  growing  every  month  and  it  has  becon  a: 
apparent  that  in  the  very  near  future  more  persons  will  be  required  to  a : 
as  Counsellors  and  give  advice. 

Family  Planning  Clinic  : During  the  year  the  number  of  attendance 
at  this  Clinic  totalled  723.  Of  the  251  new  cases  who  attended  during  tl  ru 
year,  91  belonged  to  the  City  of  Perth,  146  to  the  County,  and  14  to  oth<  c 
areas. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


The  arrangements  for  this  service  entered  into  between  the  County 
and  Town  Councils  in  1951  have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Medical  Inspections  : During  the  year  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Health  Department  carried  out  2,084  routine  medical  inspections.  In 
addition  277  special  examinations,  634  vision  examinations,  and  552 
re-examinations  were  carried  out.  25,026  examinations  were  carried  out 
by  the  school  nurses,  principally  in  connection  with  cleanliness  inspections 
and  the  follow-up  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  at  routine 
medical  inspections. 

As  a result  of  the  routine  medical  inspections  it  was  found  that  77.5 
per  cent  of  the  children  examined  were  healthy.  2.5  per  cent  showed 
evidence  of  dirty  heads.  1.3  per  cent  of  the  children  examined  suffered 
from  squints.  4.6  of  all  the  children  examined  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  some  abnormality  of  the  ear,  nose,  and  throat ; and  24  per  cent  of 
all  those  examined  suffered  from  other  defects. 

A synopsis  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  is 
contained  in  Tables  9,  10,  11,  and  12.  For  more  detailed  information 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  : Of  the  648  children  born  during  1943  who 
attended  City  schools  acceptances  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  were  received  in 
respect  of  618,  giving  an  acceptance  rate  of  95  per  cent.  During  1956,  565 
children  were  tested  under  this  scheme  and  of  those  tested  463  received 
B.C.G.  vaccine.  In  addition  515  children  who  had  been  vaccinated 
previously  were  retested  and  all  but  7 of  them  showed  a positive  reaction. 

Since  the  scheme  started  in  1953,  3,029  children  have  been  tested  and 
2,173  received  B.C.G.  vaccine. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

8 full-time  Nurse  Midwives  continue  to  be  employed  and  one  midwife 
p in  private  practice  is  still  employed  on  a case  basis.  All  the  nurses  have  now 
been  trained  in  the  use  of  nitrous-oxide  and  trilene.  There  are  only  5 
; anaesthetic  machines  for  the  8 nurses  and  it  would  be  a help  if  each  nurse 
1 had  a machine  of  her  own. 

During  the  year  10  pupil  midwives  from  Perth  Royal  Infirmary 
« received  instruction  and  training  from  the  nurses  on  the  district.  The 

E Medical  Officer  of  the  Health  Department  gave  two  courses  of  five  lectures 
each  to  the  pupil  midwives  at  the  Maternity  Department  of  the  Infirmary. 

Transport  Arrangements  : The  transport  arrangements  are  at  present 
-under  review  by  the  Town  Council. 

‘Maternity  Outfits  : Outfits  continue  to  be  provided  to  maternity  cases, 
^distribution  being  undertaken  by  the  midwife  in  charge  of  the  case  or  by 
:|  the  patient  or  a relative  calling  at  the  Health  Department  to  collect  the 
• container. 
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Supervision  of  Midwives  : The  equipment  and  records  of  the  midwives 
practising  in  the  area  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Superinten- 
dent Nursing  Officer  in  her  capacity  as  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

Domiciliary  Confinements  : 207  applications  for  maternity  sendees  I 
were  received  during  the  year.  This  number  compares  with  233  during 
1955.  191  confinements  were  conducted  during  the  year  as  compared 

with  190  during  1955.  An  additional  15  cases  who  received  ante-natal 
care  by  the  domiciliary  midwives  were  later  admitted  to  hospital.  One 
private  case  was  conducted  at  home  during  the  year. 

Analgesia  : All  the  midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Authority7  hold  the 
certificate  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  trilene. 
One  trilene  outfit  and  four  gas  and  air  machines  have  been  supplied,  and 
during  the  year  147  patients  received  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  41  trilene. 
In  addition  134  patients  were  given  pethidine. 

HOME  NURSING. 

The  duties  of  the  Home  Nursing  service  continue  to  be  carried  out 
by  8 full-time  Nurse/midwives. 

Of  the  15,817  visits  paid  by  the  nurses,  no  less  than  11,435  which 
is  72%  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  aged  persons.  In  all  805  patients  received 
nursing  care,  457  (or  almost  57%)  being  aged  persons.  There  has  been  a 
decrease  of  408  visits  compared  with  1955.  Of  the  total  of  15,817  visits, 
7,256  were  for  the  purpose  of  giving  injections  of  one  kind  or  another — 
penicillin,  streptomycin,  morphia,  insulin,  etc. 

As  mentioned  in  a previous  paragraph  the  transport  arrangements  , 
for  the  domiciliary  nurses  is  at  present  under  review  by  the  Town  Council. 

MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOT. 

246  articles  were  loaned  out  during  the  year  to  persons  being  nursed 
at  home,  compared  with  183  during  the  previous  year.  The  following  is 
a list  of  the  articles  which  are  available  for  loan  : — 

Bed  pans.  Bed  bottles. 

Bed  rests.  Bed  cages. 

Air  rings.  Mackintosh  sheets. 

NURSING  HOMES  (SCOTLAND)  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1938. 

The  one  home  in  the  City  registered  under  this  Act  was  visited  during 
the  year  and  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Medical,  surgical,  and  midwifery 
cases  are  cared  for  in  the  home. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

For  the  first  time  for  a number  of  years  there  was  a full  establishment 
of  Health  Visitors  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Unfortunately 
at  the  time  of  writing,  one  Health  Visitor  has  left  the  service  to  go  abroad 
and  it  has  not  been  possible  to  have  her  replaced.  The  system  whereby 
one  Health  Visitor  is  employed  on  tuberculosis  prevention  and  another  on 
school  work  has  continued  and  has  proved  satisfactory. 
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During  the  year  in  co-operation  with  the  County  Health  Department 
fiurther  opportunity  was  afforded  to  the  Health  Visitors  to  attend  a short 
refresher  course  given  by  local  general  practitioners  and  specialists. 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  visits  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors: — 


Children  under  one  year  of  age 

L/t 

i* 

00 

O 

O 

visits 

Children  aged  1 to  5 years 

• 9,oii 

35 

Expectant  mothers  ..... 

622 

33 

Persons  receiving  Home  Help 

694 

33 

Aged  persons  ...... 

312 

33 

Tuberculosis  cases  ..... 

• L572 

33 

Visits  on  behalf  of  Almoners 

102 

33 

Visits  on  behalf  of  general  practitioners 

6 

33 

Other  visits  ...... 

116 

33 

School  Health  Service  : 

No.  of  examinations  carried  out 

. 25,026 

33 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SCHEME. 

This  service  continues  to  expand,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  29  whole- 
time  helps  were  employed.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  whole  scheme 
was  under  review  by  the  Town  Council,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  a 
new  scale  of  charges  and  a new  method  of  assessment  has  been  introduced 
together  with  improved  supervision  by  means  of  the  appointment  of  a 
Senior  Home  Help.  Details  of  this  and  other  matters  relating  to  the 
Scheme  will  be  described  in  my  report  for  1957. 

During  the  year  a total  of  191  households  received  help  for  the  following 
*easons  : — 


(1)  Age  and  infirmity  ....  108 

(2)  Illness  .....  59 

(3)  Confinements  . . . . 10 

(4)  Tuberculosis  . . . . 13 

(5)  Blind  person  .....  1 


Total  . 191 

As  is  shown  by  the  above  figures,  the  greatest  use  of  the  service  is  made 
>y  aged  persons,  principally  those  living  alone.  Gifts  of  flowers,  fruit, 
itc.,  continue  to  be  sent  to  some  of  the  old  folks  on  the  occasion  of  their 
birthdays  through  the  bequest  of  Miss  Duffin.  This  scheme  brings  great 
Measure  to  the  old  folks. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

'accination  Against  Smallpox  : 685  primary  vaccinations  were  carried 
»ut  during  the  year,  being  an  increase  of  91  compared  with  the  previous 
tear.  Of  these  257  were  carried  out  at  the  Local  Authority’s  clinics,  the 
temainder  being  done  by  general  practitioners. 

As  the  result  of  a survey  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found 
hat  84.6  per  cent  of  City  children  entering  school  had  been  vaccinated 
Igainst  smallpox.  Of  all  the  children  examined  at  routine  medical 
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inspections  at  City  schools,  85  per  cent  were  found  to  have  been  vaccinated. 

In  all,  1 16  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out,  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  issuing  vaccination  certificates  in  respect  of  people  proceeding  abroad. 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria  : This  is  now  the  ninth  consecutive 
year  in  which  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  City,  and  it  is 
now  1 1 years  since  a child  died  from  this  disease.  A survey  at  the  end  of 
the  year  showed  that  96  per  cent  of  entrants  to  school  had  been  immunised 
against  diphtheria.  Of  all  the  children  examined  at  routine  medical 
inspections  at  City  schools  almost  96  per  cent  were  found  to  have  been 
immunised  against  this  disease. 

783  children  was  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  compared 
with  762  during  the  previous  year.  Of  these  361  were  immunised  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  422  by  general  practitioners.  768  of  these 
children  were  inoculated  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 

626  children  received  re-inforcing  inoculations  on  their  entry  to  school. 
133  of  the  inoculations  were  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
155  by  Medical  Officers  at  routine  medical  inspections  at  schools,  and  338 
by  Medical  Practitioners. 

Triple  Antigen  : The  triple  antigen  has  now  been  in  use  for  almost  two 
years  and  is  proving  very  acceptable  to  the  mothers  as  they  now  only 
require  to  make  three  attendances  in  order  to  provide  protection  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  and  tetanus. 

Immunisation  Against  Whooping  Cough  : During  the  year  768 
children  were  immunised  with  the  triple  antigen. 

Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis  : During  February  and  March  of 
1956,  parents  were  invited  to  register  children  bom  during  the  years  1947 
to  1954  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis.  As  a result  3,130  children 
were  registered  and  during  the  year  380  children  were  given  two  injections 
to  immunise  them  against  this  disease. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(A)  Tuberculosis. 

Tracing  of  Infection  - 562  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
examined  during  the  year  compared  with  376  during  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  contacts  examined  3 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
Admissions  to  Hospital  : During  the  year  43  cases  of  respirator)' 
tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  sanatoria.  At  the  end  of  the  year  no  case  was 
awaiting  admission  to  hospital. 

Housing  : 12  families  in  which  there  was  a case  of  tuberculosis  were 
rehoused  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  144  such  families  rehoused 
during  the  past  9 years. 

The  marked  decline  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  City  is 
in  my  opinion  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  speedy  rehousing  of  tuber- 
culosis families  and  in  this  connection  I should  like  to  thank  the  Convener 
and  members  of  the  House  Management  Committee  for  the  sympathetic 
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consideration  they  have  given  to  such  families.  To  the  City  Factor  and  the 
| members  of  his  staff  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  helpful  and  willing 
| co-operation. 

[Notifications  : There  were  26  new  notifications  of  respiratory 

tuberculosis  compared  with  25  during  the  previous  year.  In  1950  the 
t number  of  new  notifications  was  75. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  was  7 
compared  with  5 during  the  previous  year. 

Supply  of  Extra  Nourishment,  Nursing  Requisites,  etc.  : Cod  liver 
oil  and  malt  continues  to  be  given  free  of  charge  where  necessary,  324  jars 
being  issued  during  the  year.  63  domiciliary  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
supplied  during  the  year  with  one  pint  of  milk  per  day  at  a total  cost  of 
£458.  During  the  year  2 cases  were  supplied  with  bedding,  and  one  sputum 
mug  and  123  tins  of  disinfectant  were  issued  to  domiciliary  cases. 
Co-operation  with  Ministry  of  Labour  : 16  men  and  5 women  who 
had  suffered  from  tuberculosis  were  placed  in  suitable  employment  during 
the  year. 

Mass  Radiography  : A total  of  629  persons  were  examined  by  mass 
radiography  during  1956.  Of  this  number  15  were  found  to  have 
abnormalities  and  of  these  3 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
The  following  groups  were  given  an  opportunity  to  be  x-rayed  : — 

Staff  and  senior  pupils  of  Perth  City  Schools. 

Staff  and  inmates  of  H.M.  Prison. 

Staff  of  Inland  Revenue  Office. 

Staff  of  Ministry  of  Labour  Office. 

Staff  of  National  Assistance  Board. 

Staff  of  Health  Department. 

Staff  of  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  Offices. 

Staff  of  Infantry  Record  Office. 

The  total  number  of  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  since  its  inception  in  1950  is  15,363.  As  a result  of  these  examinations 
51  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  discovered. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  a very  successful  Mass  X-Ray 
Campaign  has  been  held  in  the  City,  details  of  which  will  be  included  in 
my  Report  for  1957. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  : 73  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  tested 
■ and  as  a result  54  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  vaccine.  In  addition  64 
'nurses  were  tested  and  of  that  number  9 received  B.C.G.  44  newly  born 
infants  were  also  immunised.  During  the  year  one  child  was  admitted  to 
Westbank  Nursery  for  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

During  the  year  262  children  were  tested  at  Perth  High  School  and 
>of  these  216  were  immunised.  Of  229  children  tested  at  the  Academy 
187  were  immunised,  and  of  the  50  children  tested  at  St.  John’s  School  43 
were  immunised.  In  addition  24  children  who  had  been  absent  during  the 
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previous  year  were  tested  and  of  these  17  were  immunised  with  B.C.G. 
vaccine. 

Since  1950,  4,227  persons  have  been  tested  and  of  these  2,728  have 
been  vaccinated  against  this  disease.  112  of  those  vaccinated  have  been 
infants. 


(B)  Epileptics  and  Spastics. 

In  the  area  there  are  31  known  cases  of  epilepsy  and  26  cases  who  are 
spastics. 

(C)  Chiropody  Services  in  the  City. 

During  the  year  negotiations  have  been  proceeding  with  a view  to 
setting  up  a Chiropody  Service  by  utilising  the  services  of  two  chiropodists 
in  private  practice  in  the  town.  At  the  time  of  writing  proposals  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Department  for  their  approval. 

Rosslyn  House  : The  chiropodist  continues  to  visit  the  Home  one  day 
per  month. 

Perth  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  : During  the  year  319  members 
of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  received  treatment. 

(D)  Prevention  of  Accidents. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  at  the  many  lectures  and  film  shows  given 
to  organisations  in  the  City  to  stress  the  importance  of  prevention  of 
accidents  in  the  home.  A course  of  four  lectures  on  the  prevention  of 
home  accidents  is  being  arranged  for  the  winter  of  1957  and  will  be 
delivered  to  the  members  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Red  Cross.  Pamphlets 
on  the  prevention  of  home  accidents  are  distributed  at  the  centres  where 
Welfare  Foods  are  sold. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  a circular  dealing  with  home  accidents 
has  been  received  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  this  may  result 
in  the  setting  up  of  a Home  Safety  Committee,  representing  the  following 
interests  : — 

Health  ; Welfare  ; Housing  ; Education  ; Hospital  Authorities  ; 

Local  Medical  Committees ; Fire  Service ; Area  Gas  and 

Electricity  Boards  ; and  Voluntary  organisations. 

Vehicular  Accidents  : 153  accidents  resulting  from  vehicular  traffic 
were  reported  to  the  Chief  Constable,  being  a decrease  of  27  from  the 
previous  year.  As  a result  of  these  accidents,  171  persons  were  injured, 

1 fatally,  51  seriously,  and  119  slightly.  49  of  the  injured  persons  were 
under  15  years  of  age. 

Non- Vehicular  Accidents  : 150  non-vehicular  accidents  involving  155 
persons  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Police.  18  of  these  persons  died, 
18  were  seriously  injured,  and  56  slightly  injured.  The  other  63  were 
persons  taking  ill  on  the  street. 
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(E)  Health  Education. 


20  health  talks  and  film  shows  were  given  during  the  year  in  the  areas 
as  follows  : — 


nth  January 

17th  January 
31st  January 
7th  February 
1 6th  February 
19th  February 
9th  March 
1 6th  March 
1 6th  May 
18th  & 19th  June 
3rd  October 
31st  October 
7th  November 
13th  November 
14th  November 
15th  November 
21st  November 
30th  November 
5th  December 

13th  December 


Northern  District  School  Parent/Teachers 
Association. 

Moncreiffe  Church  Woman’s  Guild. 

Diabetic  Association. 

Craigie  School  Parent/Teachers  Association. 
Friarton  Nursery  Mothers  Club. 

St.  Andrew’s  Ambulance  Association. 

Workers  Educational  Association. 

Tulloch  Women’s  Guild 
N.U.R.  Women’s  Guild. 

Perth  High  School. 

Health  Visitors  and  Nurses. 

British  Red  Cross  Society. 

Muirton  Women’s  Guild. 

Florence  Place  Nursery  Mothers  Club. 

St.  Mark’s  Church  Woman’s  Guild. 

Co-operative  Women’s  Guild. 

St.  Leonards-in-the-Fields  Church  Mothers  Circle. 
Kinnoull  School  Parent  Teachers  Association. 
Caledonian  Road  School  Parent  / Teachers 
Association. 

Workers  Educational  Association. 


From  the  various  talks  and  film  shows  given  throughout  the  year  it 
has  become  more  and  more  apparent  that  the  public  are  showing  an 
increasing  interest  in  the  value  of  healthy  living  and  the  prevention  of 
:illness  and  disease.  Pamphlets  on  various  health  topics  are  made  available 
;at  the  counter  of  the  Welfare  Food  Department  and  the  public  has  shown 
aa  great  demand  for  these. 


(F)  Convalescent  Home  Provision. 

No  convalescent  homes  are  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  97  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me  during  the 
year,  being  a decrease  of  7 from  the  previous  year.  As  already  mentioned 
in  this  report  this  is  the  ninth  year  in  succession  in  which  there  has  been 
"no  case  of  diphtheria  and  it  is  now  eleven  years  since  there  was  a death 
from  this  disease  in  the  City. 

Scarlet  Fever  : During  the  year  there  was  a marked  decrease  in  the 
-number  of  notifications  of  scarlet  fever.  In  all  14  cases  were  notified  as 
-ompared  with  43  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  14  cases  notified  5 were 
admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 
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Whooping  Cough  : 13  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  as 
compared  with  14  in  1955.  In  no  instance  was  admission  to  hospital 
necessary.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis  : There  were  five  cases  of  this  disease  notified  in  the 
area  during  the  year  as  compared  with  4 cases  during  the  previous  year. 
The  ages  of  the  patients  were  13  months,  and  5,  6,  7,  and  10  years  of 
age.  All  the  patients  made  a good  recovery. 

Dysentery  : 4 cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year,  3 cases 
being  admitted  to  hospital. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  : One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

Food  Poisoning  : On  1st  August,  1956,  Food  Poisoning  became  a 
notifiable  infectious  disease.  In  addition  to  the  weekly  return  of  infectious 
diseases  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Health  a special  monthly  return 
is  now  also  submitted  giving  particulars  of  confirmed  cases  of  food  poison- 
ing and  the  source  or  suspected  source  of  infection.  From  this  date  until 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  notifications  of  food  poisoning. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

35  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted  to  King’s  Cross  Hospital, 
Dundee,  compared  with  40  in  1955.  Of  that  number  5 were  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  3 dysentery,  5 poliomyelitis,  2 impetigo,  1 cerebro-spinal 
fever,  4 gastro-enteritis,  and  the  remainder  were  for  observation,  etc. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Throughout  1956  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  distributed 
has  been  of  the  highest  standard. 

The  control  of  algal  growths  in  Viewlands  Reservoir  proved  successful 
except  during  part  of  the  summer  months  when  considerable  trouble  was 
experienced. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  establishment  of  an  Occupation  Centre  and  Residential  School 
for  physically  and  mentally  handicapped  children  in  the  area  is  still  awaited. 
The  Educational  Psychologist  appointed  by  the  County  Council  has 
proved  of  very  great  assistance  in  the  care  of  handicapped  children.  A 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  now  functioning  and  is  proving  of  great  value. 
The  clinic  started  operating  in  September,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
end  of  the  year,  33  City  children  were  seen,  21  being  for  testing  and 
assessment  purposes  only  in  connection  with  the  survey  of  mental  handicap. 
The  other  12  presenting  symptoms  such  as  temper  tantrums,  enuresis, 
stealing,  etc.,  were  accepted  for  treatment  and  were  seen  regularly  in  the  i 
Centre,  usually  along  with  one  of  the  parents.  Home  visits  were  paid 
whenever  necessary.  At  the  end  of  1956,  approximately  40  City  children 
were  on  the  waiting  list  to  be  seen  by  the  Educational  Psychologist. 
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During  the  year  27  City  cases  and  6 County  cases  were  seen  at  the 
Clinic  for  Mental  Deficiency.  One  of  the  cases  was  admitted  to  an 
institution,  the  other  26  being  kept  under  observation. 

Mental  Illness  : 24  cases  of  mental  illness  were  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year,  13  of  whom  were  certified.  At  the  end  of  the  year  one 
case  of  mental  illness  was  being  cared  for  at  home,  and  140  cases  were 
being  cared  for  in  institutions  as  compared  with  142  at  the  end  of  1955. 
Mental  Deficiency  : Three  cases  of  mental  deficiency  was  certified 
during  the  year,  one  being  admitted  to  an  institution  for  mental  defectives. 
Two  cases  were  recertified  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years.  2 cases  were 
placed  under  guardianship  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1956,  41  cases 
of  mental  deficiency  were  under  treatment  in  mental  institutions  and  13 
were  being  cared  for  at  home. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

6 new  cases  of  acquired  syphilis  were  treated  during  the  year,  this 
number  being  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  20  new  cases  of  gonorrhoea 
were  treated  during  the  year,  compared  with  14  during  the  previous  year. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE. 

98  pre-school  children  attended  for  the  first  time  at  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic.  At  the  end  of  the  year  198  pre-school  City  children  were  attending 
for  treatment  and  supervision.  8 cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  during 
the  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

The  year  1956  heralded  a period  of  considerable  activity  in  Rosslyn 
House,  as  efforts  were  made  to  add  the  finishing  touches  to  the  plan 
which  had  taken  shape  during  the  previous  year.  Painting  and  decoration  ; 
laying  of  linoleum  and  linoleum  tiles  throughout  every  room,  corridor,  and 
stairway  ; and  the  complete  re-furnishing  of  every  room,  transformed  the 
Home  into  a modem  residential  establishment  quite  beyond  the  expecta- 
tions of  all.  The  undertaking  was  completed,  even  to  the  laying  out  of 
most  of  the  grounds,  in  time  to  allow  the  official  opening  to  take  place  on 
the  4th  October,  1956,  when  in  brilliant  weather,  and  under  the  Chairman- 
ship of  Ex-Bailie  J.  R.  Christie,  Convener  of  the  Welfare  Committee, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a distinguished  gathering,  including  the  Lord 
Provost,  Magistrates,  Councillors,  Officials,  the  Member  of  Parliament  for 
Perth,  and  others,  the  Lady  Provost  Mrs.  J.  A.  Smart  officially  declared 
the  Home  open. 

Efforts  expended  in  ensuring  the  success  of  the  plan  were  amply 
rewarded  when  congratulations  and  expressions  of  complete  satisfaction  in 
"the  “ New  Look  ” of  the  Home  were  recorded  by  all  at  the  official  opening, 
:and  by  those  who  took  advantage  of  the  three  days  set  aside  for  public 
'visitation. 

An  appeal,  by  the  Convener  of  the  Welfare  Committee  at  the  opening 
•ceremony,  resulted  in  offers  of  18  Garden  Seats  for  use  in  the  grounds  of 
•the  Home.  Many  other  useful  gifts  were  also  received  from  individuals 
sand  associations. 
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The  Town  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  acumen  and  foresight 
in  embarking  on  this  enterprise  to  provide  residential  accommodation  of 
modern  standards  for  the  City’s  aged  and  for  persons  requiring  care  and 
attention. 

There  was  an  average  of  72  persons  residing  in  the  Home  throughout 
the  year,  and  signs  pointed  undeniably  towards  this  figure  being  greatly 
exceeded  during  1957. 

A Chiropodist,  in  attendance  on  one  day  of  each  month,  provided  a 
much  valued  service  for  the  residents. 

The  Red  Cross  Society  continue  to  provide  their  scheme  of  occupa- 
tional therapy  for  residents  but  only  a few  take  advantage  of  it,  the  others 
being  unable  to  participate  owing  to  age  and  infirmity. 

The  supply  of  books  by  the  Sandeman  Library  to  the  Home  continues, 
with  great  appreciation. 

The  old  folks  eagerly  look  forward  to  the  weekly  visits  paid  by  the  lady 
members  of  the  various  churches  throughout  the  City,  who,  each  month, 
take  turn  in  visiting. 

The  Mobile  Canteen  Service  of  the  local  branch  of  the  W.V.S. 
continues  calling  each  Monday  evening,  giving  the  residents  the  opportun- 
ity to  purchase  sweets,  biscuits,  fruit,  and  any  other  items  specially 
requested. 

Various  entertainments,  treats,  concerts,  and  excursions,  were  enjoyed 
by  the  residents  through  the  kindness  of  voluntary'  organisations  during 
the  year. 

For  aged  persons,  the  Town  Council  have  provided  12  houses  in  the 
Moncreiffe  Scheme  and  24  in  the  Letham  Scheme.  It  is  possible  that 
more  may  be  allocated  eventually. 

The  only  voluntary  Home  in  the  City  registered  under  the  Act,  is 
Bowerswell  Memorial  Home,  where  accommodation  continues  to  be 
provided  in  the  Home  itself  and  in  the  individual  cottages  within  the 
grounds,  all  being  of  great  value  to  the  community. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  operated  by  the  W.V.S.  in  co-operation 
with  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  and  the  Town  Council,  is  now 
firmly  established  in  the  City,  fulfilling  a long-felt  need  and  gready 
welcomed  by  old  people  living  alone,  who,  through  physical  handicap  or 
old  age,  are  unable  to  provide  a satisfactory  main  meal  for  themselves. 

The  power  contained  under  Section  47  of  the  Act,  for  the  compulsory' 
removal  from  their  homes  of  certain  persons  requiring  care  and  attention, 
was  not  put  into  force  during  the  year. 

Care  had  to  be  taken  of  property  and  houses  belonging  to  five  persons, 
and  two  burials  were  arranged. 

With  regard  to  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  welfare  sendees  for 
substantially  and  permanently  handicapped  persons,  the  initial  smrvev 
having  been  completed,  visitation  has  been  made  to  such  persons  who 
expressed  a desire  to  participate  in  this  scheme,  in  order  to  assess  their 
needs  in  relation  to  the  nature  of  their  disability  and  home  circumstances, 
etc.  In  a number  of  cases,  arrangments  were  made  for  the  Home-bound 
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Teacher  from  Anton  House,  Broughty  Ferry,  to  visit,  and,  where  suitable, 
to  commence  such  handicapped  persons  on  some  form  of  craftwork  which 
might  assist  in  their  recovery.  In  all  cases  help  or  advice  was  given,  and 
regular  visitation  is  being  made  where  necessary. 

Progress  in  this  field  of  welfare  cannot  be  rapid,  as,  after  all,  we  are 
primarily  concerned  with  the  home-bound,  i.e.  the  substantially  handi- 
capped who,  up  to  the  present,  have  been  considered  unsuitable  by  the 
Disablement  Resettlement  Officer,  Special  Workshops,  or  Rehabilitation 
Centres.  The  main  essential,  however,  is  to  explore  all  avenues  which 
present  themselves,  and  which  can  be  of  some  assistance  to  the  handi- 
capped, and  this  is  being  done. 

To  express  appreciation  of  the  good  work  accomplished  by  the  under 
: noted  voluntary  bodies,  is  again  a privilege: — 

The  Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind  to  Read  in  the  Counties  of 
Perth  and  Kinross. 

The  Perth  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

The  promotion  of  the  well-being  of  the  aged  continues  with  great 
success,  and  the  excellent  work  in  this  sphere  carried  out  by  the  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Council,  the  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Association,  the 
Indigent  Old  Men’s  Society,  and  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Indigent  Ladies, 
ns  a vital  and  most  valuable  service  to  the  community,  especially  in  the 
’visiting  of  home-bound  aged  persons. 

Other  Voluntary  Organisations  : The  following  associations  and 

societies  although  of  youthful  origin,  are  performing  most  creditable  work 
'within  the  community,  and  future  years  will  see  the  harvest,  the  seeds  of 
'which  are  now  being  sown. 

(1)  Perth  Branch  of  the  Multiple  Sclerosis  Society. 

(2)  Hard  of  Hearing  Club. 

(3)  Perth  Branch  of  the  British  Diabetic  Association. 

(4)  Perth  and  Perthshire  Group  of  the  Infantile  Paralysis  Fellowship. 


TABLE  No.  x. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  Population  (middle  of  1956),  41,072. 
Population  (1951  Census),  40,466. 

Estimated  Pre-School  Population,  3,283. 
Estimated  School  Population,  7,038. 


Area  of  Burgh,  4,122  acres. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  12,882 
Gross  Valuation,  £573,879  os  7d 
Rateable  Value,  £543,617  10s  od 
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1955 
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32 

5.0 
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3-7 
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13 
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,7 
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•c6 
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14 

22.0 

32.0 
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30 

Children  under  1 month 
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Women  in  childbirth  (per 
1,000  births,  including 
still  births  . 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1955 

Deaths  from  Influenza 
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— 
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Fever  .... 
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.025 

— 

TABLE  No.  3. 

DEATHS  FROM  SYSTEMIC  DISEASES. 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 


1955 

1956 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ..... 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .... 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

TABLE  No.  6. 

MORTALITY  AT  THE  DIFFERENT  AGE  GROUPS. 


1955 

1956 

M. 

F. 

Total 
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F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 

13 
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13 

I 

14 

1 and  under  5 years 
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3 

6 

— 

2 
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5 and  under  10  years 

1 

— 
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1 
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Totals  . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1956. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1956. 
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Totals 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  HEALTH 
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Table  No.  io, 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  CITY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


No.  of  Sessions 
conducted  at 
Schools 

No.  of  Special 
Visits  to  Schools 

No.  of  Clinic 
Sessions 
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Totals 

1 

155 

34 

36 

D 


29 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE— VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS. 
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TABLE  No  13. 
VACCINATIONS 


TOTAL 
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No  local 
Re-action 
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Re-action 
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2nd-3rd  Day 

1 1 
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(Vaccinoid) 
Re-action, 
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1 
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Typical  Vaccinia 
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7th-ioth  Day 
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No.  Vaccinated  at  Child  Welfare 
Centres  .... 

No.  Vaccinated  by  General 
Practitioners 

Totals 

32 


TABLE  No.  15. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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TABLE  No.  17. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS. 


Year 

Total  No. 
Immunised. 

1940 

690 

1941 

1690 

1942 

488 

1943 

502 

1944 

600 

1945 

588 

1946 

478 

1947 

658 

1948 

857 

1949 

909 

1950 

897 

1951 

764 

1952 

623 

1953 

648 

1954 

690 

1955 

762 

1956 

783 

TABLE  No.  18. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


YEAR 

OF  BIRTH 

Total 

1950  or 
earlier 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

No.  of  children 
immunised  with 
whooping  cough 
vaccine  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres 

No.  of  Children 
immunised  with 
combined 
whooping  cough 
and  diphtheria 
antigen 

1 

2 

15 

20 

77 

496 

257 

768 

-1 

Totals 

I 

2 

15 

20 

77 

496 

257 

768  i 
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TABLE  No.  19. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 
No.  of  Children  Registered. 


Year  of  Birth 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

1947  . 

264 

276 

540 

1948  • 

225 

225 

450 

1949  • 

238 

228 

466 

1950  . 

223 

219 

442 

1951  • 

158 

168 

326 

1952  • 

166 

167 

333 

1953  . 

166 

135 

301 

1954  . 

133 

139 

272 

Totals 

L573 

L557 

3,130' 

TABLE  No.  20. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 
No.  of  Children  Vaccinated. 


Year  of  Birth 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

1947  . 

II 

19 

30 

1948  . 

22 

II 

33 

1949  . 

13 

15 

28 

1950  . 

22 

14 

36 

1951  . 

29 

34 

63 

1952  . 

36 

35 

7i 

1953  • 

31 

34 

65 

1954  • 

27 

27 

54 

Totals 

191 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 
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NON-RESPIRATOR 


TABLE  No.  23. 


METHODS  BY  WHICH  NEW  PATIENTS  WERE  DISCOVERED  TO  BE 
SUFFERING  FROM  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1956. 


Sympton  Group  Examination 

20 

(M.M.R.  or  other) 

Contact  Group  Examination 

(M.M.R.  or  other) 

3 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography 

(General  public,  including  office  and  other 
staffs) 

3 

Routine  Examination  of  Special  Groups 

— 

(M.M.R.  or  other) 

(a)  School  staffs 



(b)  National  Service  Recruits 

— 

(c)  Emigrants 

— 

TOTAL 

26 
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Notified  over  2 years  before  death 
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TABLE  No.  26. 
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Totals  346  402  2^8 
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Absentees,  etc. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  NOTIFIED  DURING  EACH  MONTH  OF  1956. 
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TABLE  No.  30. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Domiciliary 

No.  of  Births 
occurring  in 
Perth 

Royal  Infirmary 

No.  of  Births 
in  Private 
Nursing  Homes 

Total 

January 

20 

71 

7 

98 

February 

22 

78 

6 

106 

March 

15 

78 

7 

IOO 

April  . 

24 

80 

10 

1 14 

May  . 

11 

68 

9 

88 

June  . 

21 

68 

9 

98 

July  . 

13 

70 

9 

92 

August 

19 

80 

12 

III 

September  . 

14 

74 

4 

92 

October 

12 

78 

6 

96 

November  . 

7 

7i 

6 

84 

December  . 

14 

73 

I 

88 

Totals 

192 

889 

86 

1167 

TABLE  No.  31. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Total  No.  of  Births,  including  still  births,  notified  during  the 

year  ......... 

1167 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23  of  the  National 

Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement 

30 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  confinement 

161 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 

— 

(ii)  Other  domiciliary  cases. 

I 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  ...... 

— 

(b)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . 

— 

(c)  Conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of  an  institution 

— 

(d)  Without  doctor  or  midwife  .... 

— 

(iii)  Cases  conducted  at  institutions  (including  private 

maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area  of  the  Local 

Health  Authority  ...... 
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TABLE  No.  32. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


Midwives 
employed 
by  Local 
Authority 

Midwife 

on 

Retaining 
fee  basis 

Total 

No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

171 

36 

207 

No.  of  Domiciliary  Births  during  the  year. 
Midwife  only  present  at  Confinement 

131 

30 

161 

Doctor  only  present  at  Confinement 

— 

Both  Doctor  and  Midwife  present  at 
confinement  .... 

27 

3 

30 

Neither  a doctor  nor  a midwife 
present  at  the  confinement  . 

Totals 

158 

33 

191 

No.  who  had  been  booked  for  domiciliary 
confinement  but  who  on  account  of 
abnormalities  or  unsuitable  housing 
accommodation  were  sent  to  and 

13 

2 

15 

rn-'fined  in  Hosoital. 
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Ante-Natal  Visits. 
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WELFARE  CENTRES. 
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TABLE  No.  37. 

ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  CLINICS. 


First 

Attendances 

Number 

Attending 

Total 

Attendances 

South  Street  Clinic  . 

36 

36 

399 

Muirton  Clinic 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

36 

36 

399 

TABLE  No.  38. 

FLORENCE  PLACE  NURSERY. 


No.  of  places  pro- 
vided at  end  of  the 
year 

No.  of  places  taken 
up  at  the  end  of  the 
year 

Average  daily 
attendances 

Total 

attendances 

Under  2 

Aged  2-5 

Under  2 Aged  2-5 

Under  2 

Aged  2-5 

27 

28 

19  30 

16.5 

23 

10,770 

TABLE  No.  39. 

HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 


No.  of  cases  who 
received 
assistance. 


Maternity  Cases 

— 

Confinement  Cases 

10 

Cases  of  Illness 

59 

Aged  Persons 

108 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

13 

Blind  Persons 

1 

TOTAL 

191 

Whole-Time  Part-Time 

No.  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of 

the  year  29  8 


Total  No.  of  hours  worked  by  Home  Helps 

during  the  year.  49,442 
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TABLE  No.  40. 
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Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


Sanitary  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth, 

15 th  June , 1957. 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  and  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates 
and  Council  of  the  City  of  Perth. 


My  Lord  Provost,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
trhe  Sanitary  Department  of  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  year  1956. 

PREFACE. 

The  two  outstanding  events  during  the  year  were  the  coming  into 
{force  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956  and  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
2956. 

The  first  of  these  new  statutes  brought  existing  legislation  on  food  and 
drugs  up-to-date  and  paved  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  the  long- 
awaited  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  for  Scotland  which  it  is  confidently 
anticipated  will  be  issued  before  the  end  of  this  year. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  is  the  outcome  of  increasing  public  opinion  on  the 
meed  to  clean  up  the  air  of  our  towns  and  cities  in  the  same  way  as  we  have 
ttaken  steps  to  ensure  that  the  other  essentials  of  life — water,  food  and 
shelter  have  been  improved  in  the  last  half-century. 

HOUSING. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  report  that  the  Local  Authority  has 
imade  outstanding  progress  in  carrying  out  the  programme  laid  down  in 
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the  first  three  years  of  our  proposals  under  Section  i of  the  Housing  i 
(Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954. 

Clearance  Areas. 

MEAL  VENNEL. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  only  one  tenant  still  in  occupation 
of  a house  in  the  area  and  the  demolition  of  practically  all  the  properties 
had  been  completed. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  Town  Council  that  the  designs  for  the  Architec- 
tural Competition  be  exhibited  in  the  Art  Gallery  and  enquiries  from 
persons  interested  in  occupying  shop  and  office  premises  in  the  area  be 
invited.  This  was  done,  and  a certain  amount  of  interest  has  been  shown. 

The  winning  design  allowed  for  23  shops  and  1 1 office  suites  together 
with  25  houses.  From  the  enquiries  received  it  appears  that  the  shops  are 
too  small  for  the  larger  trading  concerns  and  those  interested  are  in  the 
main,  smaller  businesses. 

In  general  the  demand  would  appear  to  be  for  units  larger  than  those 
shown  in  the  successful  design  and  accordingly  the  original  estimate  of 
23  shops  will  require  to  be  reviewed  to  allow  for  larger  units. 

CLAYHOLES. 

During  the  year  the  5 remaining  houses  on  the  High  Street  side  of 
this  area  were  demolished  and  the  area  completely  cleared. 

A proposal  by  the  Town  Council  to  erect  houses  on  this  site  has  been 
turned  down  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  its  future  use  is  still 
undecided. 

POMARIUM  STREET,  East  Side,  No.  2. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  block  of  four  storey  flats  on 
the  area  of  this  site  and  adjoining  ground  in  Cross  Street  is  nearing 
completion.  This  consists  of  19  houses  of  2 apartments  and  13  of  3 
apartments,  a total  of  32  houses. 

POMARIUM  STREET,  East  Side,  No.  1. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  10  tenants  still  in  occupation. 

STORMONT  STREET. 

A survey  of  properties  in  Stormont  Street  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  reports  submitted  to  the  special  joint  sub-committee  of  the 
Town  Council. 

An  Official  Representation  was  made  to  the  Health  Committee  and 
the  Town  Council  and  the  undernoted  areas  were  declared  Clearance  ! 
Areas  : — 

Stormont  Street,  West  Side,  No.  1. 

This  area  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Stormont  Street  and  extends 
from  No.  17  Stormont  Street  to  No.  51  Stormont  Street,  and  consists  of 
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six  contiguous  properties  in  front  and  five  contiguous  properties  in  real 
and  one  cottage  in  rear. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  is  47,  the  total  number 
of  families  is  31,  with  a total  of  75  persons. 

Stormont  Street,  West  Side,  No.  2. 

This  area  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Stormont  Street  and  consists 
of  two  contiguous  properties  Nos.  7 to  9 and  11  to  15  Stormont  Street. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  is  10,  the  total  number  of 
families  is  10  with  a total  of  31  persons. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  these  two  areas  is  57,  the  total  number 
of  families  is  41  with  a total  of  106  persons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  several  of  the  properties  had  been  acquired  by 
the  Town  Council  by  negotiation. 

HIGH  STREET,  Area  No.  1— North  Side. 

Nos.  327-343  High  Street. 

This  area  was  also  declared  a Clearance  Area  during  the  year  and 
consists  of  3 contiguous  property  blocks  fronting  on  to  High  Street.  The 
properties  consist  of  5 shops  and  1 house  on  the  ground  floor  with  dwelling 
houses  above. 

All  the  shops  were  occupied  but  the  majority  of  the  dwelling  houses 
were  closed  and  unoccupied. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  is  15,  4 of  which  were  occupied 
and  11  closed. 

The  total  number  of  tenants  was  4,  with  a total  of  12  persons. 
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Stormont  Street — view  not  seen  from  the  street 
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INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  undertakings  were  received  from  owners  not  to  relet 
the  following  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


Property 

No.  of 
Houses 

Order 

5 Back  Wynd 

1 

Undertaking 

38  Barossa  Street 

I 

33 

128  Canal  Crescent 

1 

80  Canal  Street 

1 

33 

4 Cross  Street 

1 

Corporation  Property 

37  Cross  Street 

2 

Undertaking 

46  Commercial  Street 

1 

31  High  Street 

1 

33 

13 1 High  Street 

3 

33 

137  High  Street 

I 

33 

146  High  Street 

1 

33 

186  High  Street 

1 

33 

324  High  Street 

1 

Corporation  Property 

326  High  Street 

I 

33  33 

328  High  Street 

1 

33  33 

25  Hospital  Street 

7 

Undertaking 

Kincarrathie,  West  Lodge,  Isla  Rd.  1 

33 

22  James  Street 

I 

33 

38  Leonard  Street 

I 

43  Leonard  Street 

1 

87  Leonard  Street 

1 

91  Leonard  Street 

I 

31  New  Row 

1 

35  New  Row 

I 

59  New  Row 

4 

30  New  Row 

1 

10  North  Port 

1 

1 Paul  Street 

I 

22  Princes  Street 

I 

7 St.  Paul’s  Square 

1 

33 

104  South  Street 

IX 

188  South  Street 

I 

163  South  Street 

I 

3 1 Stormont  Street 

1 

20  Thimblerow 

4 

4 Union  Street 

1 

6 Union  Street 

I 

8 Union  Street 

1 

66  Victoria  Street 

I 

17  Watergate 

1 

35  Watergate 

1 

3 Water  Lane 

I 

33 

Total  67 

Voluntary  Undertakings  were  obtained  in  respect  of  67  houses,  39 
of  these  houses  were  vacated  during  the  year.  In  the  other  cases  the  tenants  f 
have  still  to  be  rehoused  but  only  7 of  these  are  on  the  Local  Authority’s  ' 
approved  list.  10  tenants  were  rehoused  from  houses  for  which  Voluntary  J 
Undertakings  were  obtained  during  1955  and  the  houses  closed.  3 tenants  £ 
were  rehoused  from  houses  for  which  Voluntary  Undertakings  were 
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f<obtained  during  1954  and  the  houses  closed.  A total  of  52  individual  unfit 
tl  houses  were  actually  closed  during  the  year. 

f Demolition. 

The  undemoted  properties  which  consisted  of  unfit  houses  were 
;<  demolished  during  the  year  : — 

324-330  High  Street  and  2 Clayholes  — 5 houses. 

D Improvements. 

1^42-52  Barossa  Street.  First  aid  repairs  were  carried  out  on  the  8 houses 
jin  this  property  which  was  acquired  by  the  Town  Council. 

’8  Caledonian  Road.  Repairs  were  also  carried  out  to  this  property, 
i including  renewal  of  the  drainage  system. 

'Tulloch  Terrace.  The  Town  Council  have  proposed  to  modernise  48 
1 houses  owned  by  them  at  Tulloch  Terrace  by  the  provision  of  a bathroom, 
^kitchenette,  hot  water  supply  and  ventilated  larder  in  each  house.  At  the 
send  of  the  year,  work  on  16  houses  had  been  completed  and  the  tenants 
I of  these  houses,  who  had  been  accommodated  in  temporary  houses  whilst 
!the  work  was  proceeding  are  now  in  reoccupation  of  the  modernised 
1 houses. 


HOUSING  (REPAIRS  AND  RENTS)  (SCOTLAND) 

ACT,  1954— PART  n. 

Since  30th  August,  1954,  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  Act, 
tto  31st  December,  1956,  there  have  been  25  applications  for  certificates 
:of  disrepair  under  Section  18(1)  of  the  Act  and  the  Local  Authority  have 
£ granted  22  certificates  and  refused  3.  One  application  for  revocation  of  a 
-certificate  has  been  granted. 

During  the  past  year  there  was  only  one  application  for  a certificate 
sand  this  was  refused. 

The  new  Rent  Act  of  1957  has  received  a great  deal  of  public 
^attention.  As  well  as  providing  for  decontrol  of  certain  categories  of 
-dwelling  houses,  it  permits,  subject  to  certain  conditions,  an  increase  in 
rents  payable  for  statutory  tenancies  and  raises  the  amounts  of  the 
t repairs  increase  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents) 
((Scotland)  Act,  1954. 

So  far  as  houses  in  Scotland  which  are  still  to  remain  under  control  are 
- concerned  it  would  appear  from  the  terms  of  this  Act  that  landlords  may 
:either  increase  the  rents  by  one-quarter  without  any  work  having  been 
: carried  out  on  the  houses  during  the  previous  twelve  months  or  increase 
the  rents  by  one-half  after  work  has  been  carried  out  to  a value  of  not  less 
than  three-fifths  of  the  rent  recoverable  immediately  before  30th  August, 
I954- 

The  total  number  of  controlled  houses  in  Scotland  is  estimated  at 
’75o>ooo  and  the  valuation  rolls  made  up  in  the  autumn  of  1955  showe 
'14,417  houses  as  being  subject  to  a repairs  increase. 

If  a much  larger  number  of  notices  of  increase  under  either  the  1954 
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Act  or  the  new  Act  are  served  upon  tenants  we  may  expea  a correspond- 
ingly larger  number  of  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair. 

Most  of  the  controlled  houses  in  Scotland  have  rateable  values  under 
£40  but  it  is  estimated  that  about  60,000  houses  with  rateable  values 
exceeding  £40  will  be  freed  from  rent  control. 

Some  300,000  owner-occupied  houses  will  also  become  free  from 
control. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  will  be  that  concerning  houses 
which  under  the  new  Act  will  continue  in  control  but  which  on  the 
termination  of  an  existing  tenancy  will  automatically  become  decontrolled. 

This  means  that  an  increasing  number  of  houses  will  become  de- 
controlled each  year  until  eventually  with  the  passage  of  time  there  will 
be  no  houses  left  under  control  and  Rent  Control  will  come  to  an  end. 

On  the  face  of  things  it  would  appear  that  landlords  will  be  able  to 
let  any  houses  which  become  vacant  to  the  highest  bidders.  This  would 
have  tremendous  repercussions. 

When  tenants  occupying  privately  owned  controlled  houses  are 
provided  with  Local  Authority  houses  the  landlords  will  be  able  to  obtain 
higher  rents  for  their  houses.  Existing  tenants  of  Local  Authority  houses 
wishing  to  exchange  houses  with  tenants  of  privately  owned  houses  may 
require  to  pay  increased  rents  for  the  private  houses,  if  in  practice  such 
exchanges  do  not  come  to  an  end  altogether. 

It  is,  I think,  now  generally  agreed  that  Part  II  of  the  Housing  (Repairs 
and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  has  been  a complete  failure  both  as 
regards  raising  the  general  level  of  rents  and  in  securing  or  promoting 
the  reconditioning  and  maintenance  of  houses. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  new  Act  will  mean  an  increase  in  the 
general  level  of  rents  but  what  is  of  vital  importance  is  the  question 
whether  it  will  at  the  same  time  promote  the  reconditioning  and  mainten- 
ance of  houses. 

One  can  only  express  the  hope  that  this  will  be  the  case.  Personally 
I have  long  held  the  view  that  any  increase  in  rents  should  be  dependent 
on  the  carrying  out  of  repairs.  The  conditions  laid  down  in  the  1954  Act 
were  perhaps  too  severe  and  restrictive  and  proved  unattractive  to  land- 
lords. It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  beginning  of  the  end  of  all  rent 
control  is  the  best  way  out  of  a position  of  confusion  and  deadlock. 

PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  1956  new  houses  were  provided  as  follows  : — 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise: — 


3 

apts. 

8 

houses 

4 

apts. 

36 

5 

apts. 

16 

)) 

6 

apts. 

2 

» 

Total  . 

62 

)) 
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Private  Houses  under  construction  at  end  of  1956: — 


3 apts. 

6 

houses 

4 apts. 

4i 

33 

5 apts. 

9 

33 

6 apts. 

1 

33 

Total  . 

57 

35 

Corporation  Houses  completed  during 

Letham  Housing  Development. 

1956:- 

2 apts. 

88 

houses 

3 apts. 

IOO 

33 

Total  . 188  „ 

Moncreiffe  Housing  Scheme. 

3 apts.  . . 20  houses 

Total  Corporation  Houses  completed 

Corporation  Houses  under  construction  at  end  of  1956: — 

Letham  Housing  Development. 

2 apts.  . . 54  houses 

3 apts.  . . 339  „ 

4 apts.  . . 49  » 


Total 

Cross  Street-Pomarium  Street. 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 


442  „ 

19  houses 
13  „ 


Total  . 32  „ 

Total  Corporation  Houses  under  construction 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  numbers  of  houses  erected  by  private 
\ enterprise  during  the  past  year  and  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
| year  greatly  exceed  those  of  any  of  the  ten  post-war  years — a very  welcome 
! sign. 

The  number  of  Corporation  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year  is  also  the  largest  since  the  record  year  of  1947 — a sign  of  better 
things  to  come. 

In  the  clearance  of  our  slums  and  the  provision  of  new  houses  we  may 
claim  to  be  making  good  progress. 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

During  the  year  23  applications  by  owners  for  Improvement  Grants 
under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950  were  approved  by  the  Town 
Council  and  none  were  refused. 

One  of  the  applications  involved  8 houses.  The  number  of  applications 
was  the  highest  in  any  year  so  far  and  practically  double  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

POINTS  SYSTEM. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  connection 
with  unfitness  points,  and  the  results  notified  to  the  City  Factor  along 
with  awards  of  medical  points  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  health 
cases. 
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Disinfestation  of  Bug  Infested  Furniture  and  Bedding. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-four  houses  were  examined  for  the  preseno 
of  bed  bugs  prior  to  the  removal  of  tenants  to  Corporation  houses.  Ii 
three  cases  evidence  of  bed  bugs  was  found  and  arrangements  were  mad 
for  the  disinfestation  of  the  furniture  by  cyanide  gas  and  the  bedding  b; 
steam,  before  delivery  of  the  furniture  and  bedding  to  the  Corporatioi 
house. 

OVERCROWDING. 

During  the  past  year  out  of  a total  allocation  of  444  houses  223  over 
crowding  cases  were  rehoused,  85  being  tenants  of  houses  and  138  occupy 
ing  sublet  rooms.  This  represents  50  per  cent  of  the  allocation. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Three  hundred  and  thirty-four  nuisances  were  discovered  o 
complained  of,  and  forty-two  intimations  under  Section  19  of  the  Publi 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  served. 

Nine  hundred  and  nineteen  visits  of  inspection  and  enquiry7  wer 
made. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with  : — 


Choked  or  Defective  Drains  . . . . . 

Choked  or  Defective  Traps  . . . . . 

Choked  or  Defective  Gullies  . . . . 

Choked  or  Defective  Rhones  . . . . . 

Choked  or  Defective  W.C.s  . . . . . 

Choked  or  Defective  Soil  or  Waste  Pipes  . 

Choked  or  Defective  R.W.P.s  . . . . . 

Burst  Pipes  ........ 

Frozen  Pipes  ....... 

Flooding  of  Cellars  ...... 

Flooding  of  Pavement  ...... 

Flooding  of  Garden  ...... 

Flooding  of  Close  ....... 

Dampness  in  Houses  ...... 

Defective  Vents  and  Firegrates  . . . . 

Defective  Ceilings  or  Wall  Plaster  . . . . 

Defective  Urinal  ....... 

Defective  Floors  ....... 

Defective  Roofs  ....... 

Defective  Stairs  ....... 

Dirty  Houses  ....... 

Lack  of  Water  Supply  ...... 

Defective  Window  Frames  and  Woodwork 
Condition  of  Paving  of  Close  . . . . . 

Insect  Nuisances  ....... 

Pigeon  Nuisances  ...... 

Domestic  Animal  Nuisances  . . . . . 

Offensive  Smells  ....... 

Accumulations  ....... 

Smoke  Nuisances  ....... 

Failing  to  Clean  Passages,  Stairs  and  W.C.  Apartments 
Miscellaneous  ....... 


30 

17 

S 

9 

13 

10 

3 

8 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

27 

11 

7 

1 

2 
17 

2 

3 
1 

3 

1 
51 

2 

8 

34 

10 

10 

9 

25 
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Total  334 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  year  the  following  improvements  in  the  sanitary 
accommodation  of  houses  were  carried  out : — 

77  Valentine’s  Buildings  : Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided, 
a Young  Street : Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

Xilybank,  Fairies  Road  : Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

□4  Victoria  Street : Bathroom  provided. 

'■69  Kinnoull  Causeway : Bathroom  provided. 

H5  St.  Magdalene’s  Road  : Bathroom  and  kitchen  and  wash-house 

provided. 

443  Balhousie  Street : Larder,  W.C.  and  w.h.b.  provided, 
no  Ballantine  Place  : Bathroom  provided. 
hi  Ballantine  Place  : Bathroom  and  scullery  provided. 
i=5  Ballantine  Place  : Bathroom  and  scullery  provided. 

44  Low  Road,  Cherrybank  : Bathroom  provided. 

£21  Abbot  Street : 1st  Flat — Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

£21  Abbot  Street : Ground  Flat — Bathroom  provided. 

'Mount  Tabor  House  : 1st  Flat — Kitchen,  bathroom  and  W.C.  apartment 
provided. 

:6i  Kinnoull  Causeway : Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

I Bellevue,  Edinburgh  Road  : 3 Bathrooms  and  3 kitchenettes  provided. 
^Craigisla,  Isla  Road  : 2 Bathrooms  and  kitchen  provided. 

£2  Murray  Place  : 1st  Flat — Bathroom,  W.C.  apartment  and  kitchen 

provided. 

IHillend,  Barnhill,  Dundee  Road  : Bathroom  provided, 
in  Ballantine  Place:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

1 no  Scott  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

134  Atholl  Street:  Bathroom  and  kitchen  provided, 
a 13^  York  Place:  Bathroom  provided. 

319  Queen  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 
i 8 Oakbank  Road  : Bathroom  provided. 

£2  Inchaffray  Street:  W.C.  apartment  provided. 

-40  James  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

! 9 Moredun  Terrace:  Bathroom  provided. 

^45  South  Street:  Bathroom  provided. 

>91  Kinfauns  Crescent:  Bathroom  and  kitchenette  provided. 

1 Low  Road,  Cherrybank  : W.C.  apartment  and  kitchenette  provided. 

A total  of  32  bathrooms,  18  kitchenettes,  4 W.C.  apartments  and  1 
’ wash-house  was  provided. 

PAINTING  OF  COMMON  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  forty-four  notices  were  issued 
’under  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  Section  117,  in  respect  of 
sixty-five  stairs  and  passages.  In  seventy-seven  cases  painting  had  been 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  (Notices  in  respect  of  some  of  these 
having  been  issued  in  the  previous  year.) 
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CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING. 

The  refuse  is  collected  three  times  a week  from  premises  in  the  centre 
of  the  City  along  with  certain  other  populated  areas,  including  Corporatior 
Housing  Schemes,  and  twice  a week  from  those  in  the  outlying  districts 

The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Separation  and  Destruction  Plant  a' 
Friarton,  where  all  salvage  is  removed  from  it.  The  remainder  is  bumec 
and  the  dust  and  clinkers  taken  to  Newhouse  Quarry. 

As  regards  street  sweeping,  there  are  27  beats  in  the  City  with  a sweepe: 
on  each. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  five  Offensive  Trades  registered  within  the  City : — 

Slaughterhouse  1 

Tallow  Melting  Works  1 

Manure  Manufacturers  ...  3 

These  were  all  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  no  complaint 
of  nuisance  were  received. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  undernoted  improvements  were  carried  out  in  City  Schools  during 
the  year. 

Goodlyburn.  New  Primary  and  Junior  Secondary  Schools  are  in  courst 
of  construction. 

Perth  High  School.  Additional  cycle  shed  accommodation. 

Fuel  Efficiency.  Mayfern  Thermo-draft  Units  were  installed  at  Cale- 
donian Road,  Northern  District,  Perth  High  and  Craigie  Schools  anc 
Tulloch  School  Meals  Centre. 

Reflooring.  Several  classrooms  were  refloored  at  Craigie  School. 

Internal  Painter  Work.  The  Education  Committee  have  continuec 
their  policy  of  the  internal  redecoration  of  Schools  and  work  was  done 
during  the  period  at  the  following  Schools  : — St.  John’s  R.C.,  Northerr 
District  and  Craigie  Hall. 

Maintenance.  Various  repairs  and  replacements  were  carried  out  in 
the  City  Schools,  such  as  boiler  maintenance,  fabric  repairs,  desk  and 
furnishing  replacements,  etc. 

Playing  Fields.  The  School  playing  fields  at  Perth  Academy,  Perth  High 
and  Craigie  Schools  were  regularly  cut. 

THE  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

THE  FIRST  STEPS. 

A number  of  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  came  into  force  on 
31st  December,  1956,  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  (Appointed  DayV 
Order,  1956. 
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SMOKE  FROM  FURNACES. 

Section  3 requires  all  new  furnaces  (except  domestic)  to  be  capable 
□f  being  operated  continuously  without  emitting  smoke  when  burning 
fuel  of  a type  for  which  they  were  designed.  If  the  plans  and  specifications 
cor  a new  furnace  are  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Local  Authority 
che  installation  will  be  deemed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
so  that  it  will  not  be  an  offence,  under  this  section  if  the  furnace  at  any 
lime  should  emit  smoke.  There  is,  however,  nothing  to  preclude  action 
ffor  offences  under  other  sections  of  the  Act.  It  is  now  an  offence  to 
iinstall  a new  furnace  without  previously  notifying  the  Local 
'Authority.  It  should  be  noted  that  notification  is  obligatory  but  the 
[submission  of  plans  for  approval  is  optional. 

HEIGHT  OF  CHIMNEYS. 

Section  io  of  the  Act  controls  the  height  of  new  chimneys  other  than 
ihose  of  residences,  shops  and  offices.  If  the  plans  for  a new  building 
show  that  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a chimney  they  will  be  rejected 
■unless  the  local  authority  or  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  is  satisfied  that  the 
tchimney  will  be  of  a height  “ sufficient  to  prevent  so  far  as  practicable 
smoke,  grit  dust  and  gases  from  becoming  prejudicial  to  health  or  a 
muisance.” 

SMOKE  CONTROL  AREAS. 

Section  II  provides  that  any  Local  Authority  may  make  an  order  which 
rniust  be  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  declaring  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  its  district  as  a Smoke  Control  Area.  Subject  to  any  stated 
exceptions  and  limitations  the  emission  of  chimney  smoke  in  such  an  area, 
:on  any  day,  is  an  offence.  It  is  a defence  if  the  emission  was  caused  only 
iby  the  burning  of  any  authorised  fuel.  These  fuels  have  been  declared  by 
regulations. 

ADAPTION  OF  FIRE-PLACES. 

Section  12  to  15  of  the  Act  provide  for  the  repayment  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  owners  or  occupiers  of  private  dwellings  in  a Smoke  Control 
Area  of  7 tenths  of  the  expenditure  incurred  in  adapting  heating  arrange- 
ments. The  effect  of  the  division  of  payment  laid  down  is  that  the  owner 
:or  occupier  of  a house  will  pay  3 tenths,  the  Local  Authority  3 tenths  and 
tthe  Central  Government  the  remaining  4 tenths.  If  the  Local 
Authority  is  the  owner  it  will  pay  6 tenths  to  the  Government’s  four. 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

Section  24  of  the  Act  provides  that  building  Bye-Laws  may  require 
tthe  provision  in  new  buildings  of  such  arrangements  for  heating  or  cooking 
tas  are  calculated  to  prevent  so  far  as  practicable  emission  of  smoke.  The 
importance  of  such  a Bye-Law  is  that  it  would  do  away  with  the  need  for 
^conversions  in  any  area  that  might  be  declared  a Smoke  Control  Area  in 
tthe  future. 

SUMMARY. 

The  first  point  to  note  is  that  the  new  Act  is  not  called  a Smoke  Abate- 
ment Act  but  a Clean  Air  Act.  This  is  a more  positive  approach.  The 
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second  point  is  that  Clean  Air  means  fuel  efficiency.  The  costs  of  air 
pollution  have  been  reckoned  to  be  at  least  250  millions  per  year.  The 
London  fog  of  December,  1952,  when  4,000  people  died  in  a week  was 
required  to  arouse  public  opinion  on  the  need  for  Clean  Air. 

Since  at  least  half  the  smoke  emission  is  due  to  smoke  from  domestic 
chimneys  the  first  step  should  be  to  try  to  avoid  any  increase  in  atmospheric 
pollution  from  this  source.  Special  attention  might  therefore  be  given  to 
the  prevention  of  new  sources  of  pollution  in  any  proposed  new  develop- 
ment areas. 

Local  Authorities  should  take  steps  to  ensure  that  all  buildings  and 
houses  owned  by  them  and  under  their  own  control  are  brought  into  line 
with  the  terms  of  the  Act  before  turning  their  attention  to  premises  under 
private  control.  After  dealing  with  new  development  areas  the  policy  of 
adopting  Smoke  Control  Areas  could  be  extended  to  existing  housing 
schemes.  Alongside  these  efforts  steps  should  be  taken  to  see  that  the 
terms  of  section  3 dealing  with  new  furnaces  and  section  10  controlling 
the  height  of  new  chimneys  are  strictly  observed. 

PERTH  PROPOSALS. 

In  the  Pomarium  Street,  Cross  Street  Area  a four  flatted  block  of  32 
houses  is  nearing  completion.  These  houses  will  be  all-electric  apart  from 
one  open  fire-place  in  each  house.  The  Town  Council  has  agreed  that 
experiments  should  be  carried  out  in  the  first  four  houses,  by  obtaining  the 
co-operation  of  the  tenants  in  the  use  of  smokeless  fuel. 

The  difficulty  in  such  houses  is  that  there  is  no  gas  supply  or  point 
for  gas  ignition  of  smokeless  fuel.  It  is  hoped  to  experiment  with  the  use 
of  small  calor  gas  cylinders  and  calor  gas  pokers  and  also  in  the  use  of  a 
new  electric  kindler. 

Multi-storey  flats  are  to  be  erected  on  the  remainder  of  the  present 
Pomarium  Street  Clearance  Area.  These  will  consist  of  one  block  of  11 
storeys  and  one  of  8 storeys,  with  a total  of  88  houses.  These  will  probably 
be  heated  by  electricity  and  there  will  be  no  smoke  emission.  It  is  proposed 
that  this  area  should  be  the  nucleus  of  a small  smoke  control  area  which 
could  be  extended  as  the  remainder  of  the  Pomarium  Street,  Cross  Street 
and  Leonard  Street  Areas  are  re-developed.  In  connection  with  the 
Meal  Vennel  Area  of  Comprehensive  Re-development  it  is  proposed  to 
erect  shops  and  offices  with  some  24  houses  on  the  flats  above.  The  Town 
Council  has  already  decided  that  the  heating  of  the  houses  and  other 
premises  in  this  area  will  be  by  electricity.  The  elimination  of  flues  and 
fuel  stores  will  mean  a considerable  saving  in  building  costs.  It  is  also 
proposed  that  as  other  clearance  areas  are  re-developed  consideration  will 
be  given  to  making  them  smoke  control  areas. 

Apart  from  new  development  areas  consideration  will  be  given  to 
forming  a smoke  control  area  at  Letham  Housing  Scheme.  There  are 
some  1,500  houses  in  this  area  at  present,  of  which  400  are  all-electric, 
and  there  are  some  400  houses  still  to  be  built.  The  future  total  number  of 
houses  in  this  scheme  will  be  some  2,000  odd.  In  practically  all  these 
houses  fire-places  arc  of  approved  type,  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outworkers) 


ma  24  iNon-iviecnanicai  factories  on  tne  register  as  detailed  in  tne 
allowing  tables. 

BECHANICAL  FACTORIES 


■ era ted  Water  Manufacturers  . 3 

...gricultural  Machinery  . . 3 

artificial  Manure  Manufacturers  3 

..sphalt  Manufacturers  . . 1 

makers  . . . 19 

fituminous  Dressing  . . x 

blacksmith  x 

♦00k  Einding  . 4 

*oat  Building  1 

-oot  Repairing  ...  5 

^eer  Brewing  1 

lirush  Making . . . . 1 

Guilders  ...  2 

•iuilding  Operations  . . 7 

Ibabinet  Makers  .2 

bbycle  Repairs  .4 

Ibutlery  Repairs  1 

»as  Cylinder  Repairs  1 

Carpet  Cleaning  1 

Dressmakers  ....  6 

Dyers  and  Cleaners  2 

.ilectrical  Engineers  5 

Lilectricity  Generators  2 

bigg  Grading  1 

Engineers  ....  7 

"lour  Millers  1 

"irewood  Cutters  1 

rertiliser  Granulating  . 1 

rishing  Tackle  Makers  1 

Glass  Manufacturers  and  Bevellers  4 

Gas  Works  1 

Gut  Scrapers  and  Tripe  Cleaners  1 

Gravel  and  Sand  Screeners  1 

Grain  Dressing  and  Feeding  Stuffs  1 

Ham  Curers  ....  2 

<ce  Cream  Makers  . . 1 

aron  Founders  1 

«ce  Makers  1 

[ironmongery  Repairs  1 

1 ute  Spinners  1 

ioiners  . . . .16 

xewellers  ....  5 

— . aundries  . . . .10 

— inen  Weavers  1 

G ocomotive  Repairs  . . 2 

-Leather  Goods  Maker  . 1 

— adies’  Nightwear  Manufacturers  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Engineers  and 

Repairs  . . -25 

•Meal  Grinders  1 

•Milk  Pasteurisers  ...  3 

•Motor  Body  Builders  . . 3 

[Masons  .....  x 

Oat  Clippers  1 

Opticians  1 

■Oatmeal  Grinders  ...  2 

Photographers  ...  3 


Printers 

Plumbers 

Rag  Sorters 

Rat  Poison  Makers  . 

Railway  Plant  Repairs 

Sculptors 

Sawmillers 

Stone  Crushers 

Sweet  Manufacturers 

Signal  Repairing 

Sausage  Makers 

Sheet  Metal  Workers 

Sack  Repairing  and  Sewing 

Saw  Repairers 

Scrap  Metal 

Shop  Fitting  Repairs 

Tailors 

Tinsmiths 

Tile  Slabbing 

Tallow  Makers 

Tractor  Repairs 

Tyre  Repairs  and  Fitting 

Upholsterers 

Vehicle  Electrical  Repairs 
Wire  Workers 

Whisky  Blenders  and  Bottlers 
Waggon  Repairs 
Weighing  Machine  Repairs 
Carpet  Weaving 
Waste  Paper  Balers 
Box  Making  . 

Bottle  Washing 

Battery  Charging  and  Repairs 

Gas  Holder  Station 

Total 


12 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

20 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

5 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
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NON-MECHANICAL 

FACTORIES 

Bakers  .....  3 

Builders  . . . . 1 

Cycle  Repairer  1 

Dressmakers  ....  5 

Golf  Club  Maker  . . . 1 

Jewellers  . . . . 1 

Joiners  .....  1 

Masons  .....  1 

Picture  Framers  1 

Painters  .....  I 

Plumbers  . . . . 1 

Rubber  Garment  Repairs  . 1 

Saddlers  . . . . 1 

Tailors  ....  2 

Tinsmiths  . ...  1 

Upholsterers  . . . . 1 

Wireless  Repairs  . . . 1 


Total 


24 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

In  addition  to  improvements  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  licensee 
premises  referred  to  later  in  this  report,  the  following  works  were  carriec 
out  on  premises  during  the  year  : — 

Agricultural  Implement  Dealers  : — New  showrooms  and  office: 
erected  with  3 W.C.s  and  3 w.h.bs.  for  males  and  2 W.C.s  and  1 w.h.b 
for  females. 

Linoleum  Shop  : — New  shop  erected  with  1 W.C.  and  1 w.h.b.  foi 
males  and  1 W.C.  and  1 w.h.b.  for  females. 

Glove  and  Stocking  Shop  : — 1 W.C.  and  1 w.h.b.  provided. 

Ladies’  Outfitter  : — 1 W.C.  and  1 w.h.b.  provided. 

Wholesale  Confectioner  : — New  window  provided  for  W.C.  apt.  anc 
kitchen  formed. 

Footwear  Shop  : — Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  for  W.C 
apartment,  new  W.C.  and  w.h.b.  provided. 

General  Grocer  : — Lighting  and  ventilation  of  W.C.  apt.,  and  inter- 
vening space  provided  by  new  windows. 

Seedsmen  : — W.C.  and  w.h.b.  provided  for  female  office  staff. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  Model  Lodging  House  at  14-36  Skinnergate  was  inspected 
regularly.  These  premises  continue  to  be  kept  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition. 

HOUSES  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

The  conditions  under  which  certain  houses  are  let  out  in  lodgings 
has  been  giving  concern  and  the  number  of  such  houses  requiring  super- 
vision is  increasing. 

During  the  year  three  such  houses  were  added  to  the  register  bringing 
the  total  number  to  seven  as  undernoted: — 

Princes  Street  Hostel.  79  Scott  Street. 

3 Melville  Street.  32  Caledonian  Road. 

6 Stormont  Street.  30  Caledonian  Road. 

31  George  Street  (Top  Flat). 

As  the  existing  bye-laws,  which  were  made  in  1903,  are  out  of  date,  the 
Town  Council  has  at  present  under  consideration  the  adoption  of  new 
bye-laws. 

TENTS  AND  VANS. 

I he  I own  Council’s  Caravan  Site  at  Cleeve  was  kept  in  a very  satis- 
factory condition. 
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The  caravans  at  the  South  Inch  during  the  periods  of  the  fairs  were 
iaiso  well  kept. 

The  site  periodically  used  at  Viewfield  Place  has  now  been  taken  over 
jfor  the  erection  of  a garage  showroom  so  that  apart  from  those  mentioned 
i above  there  are  now  scarcely  any  caravans  on  sites  within  the  Burgh  for 
sany  length  of  time. 

BURIALS. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  Department 
1 made  arrangements  for  the  burials  of  6 adults  who  had  died,  or  had  been 
{found  dead  in  the  City,  and  where  no  other  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
:disposal  of  the  bodies  had  been  made. 

The  Town  Council  has  authorised  the  purchase  of  lairs  for  the  burial 
cof  such  persons  so  that  the  former  practice  of  burying  in  what  was  known 
gas  “ common  ground  ” has  now  been  discontinued. 

CITY  MORTUARY. 

The  City  Mortuary,  Speygate,  continues  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory 
zcondition  under  the  control  of  this  Department. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

The  three  burial  grounds  within  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a satisfactory 
zcondition  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Parks  and 
-Cemeteries. 

PIGGERIES. 

All  places  where  pigs  were  kept  within  the  Burgh  were  visited  regularly 
iand  pig-keepers  were  encouraged  to  make  improvements  to  their  premises 
^wherever  possible  and  steps  were  taken  to  ensure  that  the  terms  of  the 
zbye-laws  were  being  observed. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Three  hundred  and  eleven  rats  and  five  hundred  and  seventy  three 
mice  were  destroyed.  This  includes  forty  mice  at  business  premises,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  rats  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  mice  at  dwelling 
nouse  property,  forty-three  rats  at  an  institution,  and  78  rats  destroyed  at 
Trianon  Refuse  Works  and  Newhouse  Quarry  by  the  trapper  employed 
ny  the  Cleansing  Department. 

The  sum  of  £4  10s.  was  recovered  as  costs  of  treatment  of  business 
premises  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1956,  was  1,095,671,000  gallons,  or  approximately  three 
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million  gallons  per  day.  This  includes  a quantity  of  43,694,000  gallon: 
supplied  to  the  County. 

Of  the  quantity  distributed  within  the  Burgh  301,307,000  gallon: 
were  supplied  by  meter,  and  a quantity  estimated  at  36,000,000  gallon: 
was  supplied  unmetered  for  non-domestic  purposes. 

The  quantity  used  for  domestic  purposes  within  the  Burgh  wa: 
711,670,000  gallons,  equivalent  to  47.43  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  following  new  sewers  were  laid  at  Letham  Housing  Developmen 
during  1956  : — 

4th  B.  Development — 9 in.  dia — 28  lin.  yards. 

5th  Development — 12  in.  dia — 100  lin  yards. 

The  following  sewers  have  also  been  laid  : — 

Glenearn  Road — 15  in.  dia. — 15  lin.  yards. 

18  in.  dia. — 14  lin.  yards. 

The  following  surface  water  drains  were  laid  at  Letham  : — 

5th  Development  15  in.  dia. — 265  lin.  yards. 

The  drains  of  all  new  houses  and  other  premises  were  subjected  to  th 
smoke  test  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES. 

During  the  year  twenty-seven  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  to  houses  it 
which  cases  of  infectious  disease  had  occurred  and  particulars  of  patient 
and  contacts  were  obtained.  Fourteen  notices  were  sent  to  Headmaster 
of  schools  regarding  exclusion  periods  of  patients  and  contacts. 
Tuberculosis  Disinfections.  Special  attention  is  given  to  houses  fron 
which  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  removed  to  hospital  or  when 
deaths  from  the  disease  have  taken  place. 

Thirty-nine  houses  and  seventeen  sets  of  bedding  were  disinfectet 
and  two  sets  of  bedding  destroyed. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Milk  Supply.  The  inspection  of  all  creameries  and  retail  premises  wa 
carried  out  regularly  during  the  year  and  practically  no  cause  for  complain 
was  found.  The  various  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  being  complie* 
with  generally. 

There  are  two  milk  producers  on  the  Register,  only  one  of  whon 
keeps  cows  for  the  sale  of  milk  to  one  of  the  local  creameries.  Thi 
producer’s  premises  were  inspected  regularly  during  the  year. 

As  requested  by  the  Department  of  Health,  the  following  particular  1 
are  given. 

(a)  The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  . . . .5 
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(b)  The  number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do  not  sell 

milk  by  retail  ........  2 

(c)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  12 

(d)  The  number  of  dairies  exempt  from  registration  . . . — 

(e)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  premises  excempt 

from  registration  .......  — 

All  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  sold  under  special  designation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  and  percentage 
«of  milk  sold  daily  within  the  City. 


Gallons 

Percentage 

Pasteurised 

2,599 

75-i% 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

617 

17-8% 

Certified  . 

200 

5-8% 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

46 

I-3% 

3,462 

100.0% 

IPasteurisation  Plants.  Three  creameries  pasteurise  milk  in  the  city 
;and  these  functioned  efficiently  during  the  year.  All  plants  produce  both 
’T.T.  (Pasteurised)  and  Pasteurised  grades  of  Milk.  Regular  inspections 
tand  sampling  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  98.1%  of  the  bulk  supplies 
icoming  into  the  creameries  for  pasteurisation  come  from  Tuberculin 
'Tested  Herds.  Two  of  the  creameries  have  in  fact  normally  100%  T.T. 
imilk  supply  while  the  largest  creamery  has  only  4 producers  sending  in 
i undesignated  milk. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER. 
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lPasteurisation  Plants  (continued).  The  average  daily  production  of 
;:the  combined  plants  in  the  Burgh  was  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . 4,058  Gallons 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  . 938  Gallons 

[•Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  All  milk  supplies  coming  into  the 
^creameries  are  tested  by  experienced  milk  testers.  Any  failures  are 
qpromptly  notified  to  the  producers  concerned  and  as  a result  of  which 
anilk  standards  are  maintained  at  a high  level. 

During  the  year  111  samples  failed  the  Resazurin  Test. 

Approximately  no  gallons  were  rejected  at  the  platform,  a very  small 
^quantity  considering  the  gallonage  dealt  with. 

eSchool  Milk.  Attention  is  given  to  school  milk  supplies  both  in  the 
[creameries  and  at  the  school.  No  complaints  were  received  and  samples 
were  taken  regularly  for  analysis. 

ITesting  of  Non-Designated  Milk.  In  accordance  with  the  Department 
pof  Health  Circular  No.  17/1947,  the  following  table  shows  the  results  of 
tithe  testing  of  non-designated  milk.  All  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
>qplate  count  and  coliform  tests  in  addition  to  the  Methylene  Blue  (Hiscox) 
TTest : — 


Bacterial  Count 

Methylene  Blue 

Coliform 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Raw  Milk  3 3 — 

(City  Pro- 
ducer) 

3 

— 

3 

— 

ICE  CREAM. 

Local  manufacturers  and  dealers  continue  to  maintain  their  premises 
-and  plant  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  very  little  cause  for  complaint 
•was  found. 

During  the  year  registrations  were  granted  in  respect  of  3 premises 
and  2 vehicles,  2 of  the  premises  registered  involving  a change  of  ownership 
»f  premises  previously  registered. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  12  premises  were  registered  for  the 
•manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  40  premises  and  1 1 vehicles 
*for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

All  registered  premises  and  vehicles  were  inspected  regularly  and  where 
•necessary  traders  were  advised  regarding  measures  to  be  taken  to  comply 
•with  the  Regulations. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  yea 
for  chemical  examination. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Fat 

per  cent 

No.  of 
Sample 

Fat 

per  cent 

25 

11.97 

64 

6.22 

37 

6.19 

65 

5.40 

38 

5.50 

66 

12.32 

39 

5-79 

67 

6.13 

40 

6.48 

68 

10.70 

4i 

8.98 

69 

9.67 

42 

12.07 

79 

5.83 

48 

12.04 

80 

5.02 

49 

5.88 

81 

6.65 

50 

5-25 

82 

5.36 

5i 

6.08 

83 

10.86 

52 

12.36 

84 

5-7 

The  average  fat  content  was  7.85  per  cent. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  yet 
for  bacteriological  examination. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Plate  Count 

Coliform 

No.  of 
Sample 

Plate  Count 

Coliform 

I 

5,600 

Absent 

20 

23,000 

Present 

2 

1,000 

Absent 

21 

6,000 

Absent 

3 

2,000 

Absent 

22 

208,000 

Present 

4 

1,000 

Absent 

23 

9,000 

Absent 

5 

19,000 

Present 

24 

12,000 

Absent 

6 

8,000 

Absent 

25 

17,000 

Absent 

7 

3,000 

Absent 

26 

90,000 

Absent 

8 

72,000 

Present 

27 

6,000 

Present 

9 

11,000 

Absent 

28 

11,000 

Absent 

10 

9,000 

Absent 

29 

121,000 

Absent 

1 1 

108,000 

Present 

30 

34,000 

Absent 

12 

10,000 

Absent 

31 

300,000 

Absent 

13 

29,000 

Present 

32 

29,000 

Absent 

14 

13,000 

Absent 

33 

190,000 

Absent 

15 

19,000 

Absent 

34 

20,000 

Absent 

l6 

560,000 

Present 

35 

23,000 

Absent 

17 

1 ,000,000 

Present 

36 

37,000 

Absent 

18 

304,000 

Present 

37 

26,000 

Absent 

19 

2,000 

Absent 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Meat.  The  following  tables,  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
.Abattoir,  give  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abattoir 
;and  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned  there  during  the  year  : — 

The  number  of  animals  Slaughtered  and  Inspected  was  62,527, 
;<  comprising  of: — 

6,147  Bullocks,  484  Cows,  36  Bulls,  573  Heifers,  12,563  Sheep, 
•35,050  Lambs,  6,654  Swine,  1,020  Calves,  which  on  comparison  with 
ireturns  for  1955  shows  an  increase  of  565  Bullocks,  60  Cows,  15  Bulls, 
H278  Heifers,  4,339  Sheep,  5,672  Lambs,  3 Calves,  but  a decrease  of 
^627  Swine. 

The  Tables  given  in  this  Report  show  in  detail  the  class  of  animals 
Eslaughtered  and  the  extent  to  which  disease  was  prevalent. 
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ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 
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DETAILS  OF  BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 

TABLE  II. 
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DISEASES  NECESSITATING  TOTAL  OR  PARTIAL 
DESTRUCTION  OF  CARCASES  During  the  Year  ending  31s 

DECEMBER,  1956 

TABLE  III. 


Oxen 

Bulls 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Swine 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

4 

_ 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 

Tuberculosis  Partial 

2 

- 

5 

2 

— 

- 

— 

9 

Emaciation 

I 

- 

— 

1 

28 

— 

30 

Injury-partial 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

3 

1 1 

Oedema 

3 

2 

5 

I 

- 

22 

33 

Pyaemia 

I 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

4 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

I 

Septic  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

I 

- 

- 

13 

2 

l6 

Extensive  Bruising 

3 

- 

II 

- 

- 

12 

1 

27 

Carcinoma 

I 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Septic  Peritonitis 

4 

- 

I 

— 

I 

3 

5 

14 

Septic  Pericarditis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Fevered  Flesh 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

10 

I 

14 

Abscess  partial  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

2 

10 

Gangrene  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Swine  Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Arthritis 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Decomposition 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

I 

4 

Uraemia 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

I 

1 

Pleurisy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

I 

7 

Neurosis 

- 

— 

- 

- 

r 

— 

— 

1 

Hernia 

— 

- 

2 

— 

- 

3 

— 

5 

Multiple  Tumors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Necrosis 

I 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

Bruising  partial  . 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

5 

I 

11 

Melanosis 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septicemia  . 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Toxemia 

- 

- 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Inflamation 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

6 

_ 

6 

Leukaemia  . 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

I 

Hepatitis 

Actinomycosis, 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

I 

partial 

I 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Totals 

32_ 

2 

3i 

9 

6 

129 

31 

240 

82 


LUNGS: 

Dllllb 

Ksuives  Kinetp 

ozuine 

1 uiai 

T uberculosis 

39 

- 

23 

- 

- - 

2 

64 

Abscess 

3 

- 

I 

- 

1 5 

- 

10 

Pneumonia 

3 

- 

I 

- 

- 16 

53 

73 

Pleurisy 

I 

- 

- 

- 

7 

20 

28 

Cysts 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Melanosis 

I 

- 

- 

— 

- — 

- 

I 

Adhesions  . 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- I 

I 

4 

Actinomycosis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Emphysema 

2 

~ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Parasitic 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- I 

- 

3 

HEARTS: 

Pericarditis 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- - 

4 

8 

Abscesses  . 

— 

- 

I 

- 

I 

2 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

BOWELS: 

Tuberculosis 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- - 

- 

4 

Johnes  Disease  . 

82 

I 

58 

6 

I - 

- 

148 

Enteritis 

3 

- 

I 

- 

- - 

- 

4 

Peritonitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

6 

6 

Adhesions  . 

3 

- 

I 

- 

3 

6 

13 

Oedema 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Abscesses  . 

I 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Inflamation 

25 

- 

l6 

2 

- 21 

19 

83 

Pimply  Gut 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

I 

STOMACH: 

Tuberculosis 

5 

- 

3 

- 

- - 

r 

9 

Abscess 

4 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Actinomycosis 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Foreign  Body 

I I 

- 

9 

- 

- - 

— 

20 

Adhesions  . 

7 

- 

3 

- 

- - 

I 

II 

Inflamation 

14 

- 

14 

I 

6 

35 

SKIRTS: 

Tuberculosis 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

SPLEENS: 

Tuberculosis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

2 

Inflamation 

- 

- 

r 

- 

- - 

I 

Adhesions  . 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

Abscess 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

3 

LIVER: 

Tuberculosis 

24 

- 

6 

- 

“ - 

I 

31 

Abscess 

82 

- 

20 

- 

31 

I 

134 

Bac.  Necrosis 

67 

4 

4 

- 

- 

75 

Cirrhosis 

134 

- 

34 

27 

7 

13 

215 

Cav.  Angioma 

18 

- 

2 

- 

- “ 

- 

20 

Distomatosis 

601 

I 

148 

109 

17 

- 

876 

Actinomycosis 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Fatty  Degeneration 

7 

- 

4 

- 

- “ 

- 

I I 

Fatty  Infiltration  . 

3 

- 

5 

- 

- I 

- 

9 

Cystic 

2 

- 

I 

- 

- 12 

I 

16 

Ochranosis  . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

2 

Milk  Spot 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Strongyli 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- IO 

- 

10 

HEADS: 

Tuberculosis 

78 

- 

21 

2 

- - 

29 

130 

Actinomycosis 

54 

- 

3 

I 

- 

- 

58 

Abscess 

6 

- 

I 

— 

I 

I 

9 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

KIDNEYS: 

Tuberculosis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Abscess 

2 

- 

I 

- 

- - 

- 

3 

Nephritis 

I 

- 

- 

2 

6 

9 

Totals 

1.325 

2 

391 

152 

2 142 

167 

2,181 

WEIGHT  OF  MEAT,  ETC.,  Condemned  During  the  Year. 

TABLE  V. 


BEEF  . 
MUTTON  . 
PORK  . 

VEAL  . 
OFFAL 

Totals 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrts. 

Lbs. 

8 

1 

3 

5 

1 

9 

— 

19 

1 

2 

3 

8 

- 

2 

3 

22 

14 

10 

2 

3 

25 

7 

1 

1 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS. 

During  the  year  2 cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  discovered 
Carcases. 

In  both  cases  the  parasite  was  found  in  the  masseter  muscle  of  t 
head  and  in  the  heart  muscle. 

The  affected  organs  were  condemned  and  the  carcases  put  into  Cc 
Storage  for  a period  of  three  weeks  at  a temperature  not  higher  th 
20  degrees  Fahrenheit. 


MEAT  GRADING. 


Perth  Abattoir  is  still  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculti 
as  a Deadweight  Certification  Centre  under  the  Fatstock  Guaran 
Scheme,  and  office  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  the  M 
Grader. 

LOADING  OF  CARCASES. 

As  stated  in  my  report  for  year  ending  December,  1955,  the  To 
Council  passed  a scheme  whereby  the  space  for  loading  would  be  roo 
over. 

This  scheme  was  carried  out  in  full,  and  carcases  are  now  loac 
under  cover  and  free  from  the  elements  of  the  weather. 
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ither  Foods  : — The  following  table  gives  details  of  unsound  food 
„ufFs  condemned  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 


eef  .... 

423 

lbs. 

Ellison 

3M 

lbs. 

Doked  Ham  (38  tins) 

337 

lbs. 

neat 

831 

tins 

nicken 

3 

tins 

iiicken 

1 

jar 

tack  Pudding  . 

8 

lbs. 

i usages  . 

132 

lbs. 

.unless  Sausages 

35 

pkts. 

k Tongue 

6 

jars 

ssh  . . . 

67 

tins 

ssh  . . . 

2 

stones 

■ripe  and  Onions 

2 

tins 

tivioli 

4 

tins 

iacaroni  . 

8 

tins 

oaghetti  . 

2 

tins 

auerkrout 

2 

tins 

egetables 

424 

tins 

potatoes  . 

59 

tins 

lomato  Puree  . 

18 

tins 

»mato  Juice 

14 

tins 

retroot 

1 

jar 

Luffed  Olives 

1 

jar 

nple  Sauce 

1 

jar 

Had  Cream 

3 

jars 

elery 

2 

tins 

tustard  . 

1 

jar 

imp 

296 

tins 

Tavy  Salt 

1 

tin 

earfat  Dripping 

1 

tin 

neese 

1 

jar 

neese 

29 

tins 

ard 

1 

tin 

rozen  Eggs  (4  tins)  . 

112 

lbs. 

ruit 

996 

tins 

Fruit  Juice 

28 

tins 

Condensed  Milk 

27 

tins 

Evaporated  Milk 

114 

tins 

Cream 

X 

tin 

Whipping  Cream 

4 

tins 

Banana  Curd 

1 

tin 

Skimmed  Milk  . 

2 

tins 

Cream  of  Tarter 

1 

tin 

Butter 

2 

pkts. 

Sultanas  (14  Kg.) 

1 

box 

Peanuts 

3 

tins 

Peanut  Butter 

1 

jar 

Cakes 

21 

doz. 

Liquorice  All-Sorts 

72 

pkts. 

Chocolate  . 

60 

bars 

Biscuits 

2242  lbs. 

Biscuits 

24 

pkts. 

Jam  . 

ri 

tins 

Jelly  . 

1 

jar 

Sweet  Corn 

16 

tins 

Creamed  Rice 

14 

tins 

Custard  Powder 

t 

tin 

Treacle 

1 

tin 

Syrup 

X 

tin 

Chocolate  Spread 

3 

cartons 

Marmalade 

15 

tins 

Food  Drinks 

2 

tins 

Caviare 

1 

jar 

Peperium  . 

1 

jar 

Teraine  de  Fois  Gras 

1 

jar 

Cocktail  Franks  . 

1 

jar 

Poppets 

12 

pkts. 

Chocolate  . 

28 

boxes 

Biscuits 

152 

doz. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956  came  into  operation  on 
it  August,  1956. 

Section  22  of  the  Act  provides  for  the  first  time  for  the  notification 
food  poisoning. 

Section  18  prohibits  the  use  of  the  term  “ cream  ” in  relation  to 
ream  substitutes,  unless  they,  or  products  containing  them,  are  labelled 
limitation  Cream  ” or  “ Reconstituted  Cream.” 

We  are  advised  that  the  display  of  a clear  and  conspicuous  notice 
a shop  stating  that  all  cream-type  products  sold  there  are  of  imitation 
ream  unless  otherwise  marked  would  be  sufficient  compliance  with  the 
-quirements  of  the  section. 

All  bakers  shops  in  the  City  have  been  visited  and  the  traders  advised 
tgarding  the  requirements  of  this  section  of  the  Act. 
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By  Section  26  (6)  the  power  of  instituting  proceedings  is  reserved 
the  Crown.  This  means  that  in  future  all  contraventions  will  require 
be  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal  who  will  decide  whether  proceedii 
are  to  be  taken  instead  of  being  reported  to  the  City  Prosecutor  as  1 
been  the  practice  in  the  past. 

Some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  which  are  of  most  interest  to  lo 
authorities  (for  example.  Section  13  which  relates  to  regulations  in  fc 
hygiene  and  allied  subjects  and  Section  14  which  relates  to  the  registrar 
of  food  traders)  do  not  come  into  effect  until  the  Secretary  of  State  1 
made  the  necessary  regulations  or  orders. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  for  Scotland  should  be  issued  v< 
soon. 

In  the  meantime  local  food  traders  must  be  commended  for  the  st< 
they  are  taking  to  improve  their  premises  without  waiting  for  legislat 
to  compel  them  to  do  so. 

Co-operative  Branch  grocery  and  bakery  shops  were  converted  tc 
self-service  store  and  preparation  room.  The  existing  cloakroom  v 
extended  and  a wash-hand  basin  provided  for  female  staff,  the  fora 
W.C.  for  females  is  to  be  used  by  male  staff  and  an  additional  wash-hi 
basin  was  provided  near  the  sink  in  the  preparation  room.  Electric  w£ 
heaters  were  provided  at  the  sink  and  wash-hand  basins.  Lockers  w 
provided  for  males  and  females. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  major  improvements  were  carried  out  in  a la 
licensed  hotel,  including  the  provision  of  additional  sanitary  acco 
modation. 

New  licensed  premises  were  also  erected  at  Rannoch  Road  in  Leth 
Housing  Scheme  with  very  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  £ 
facilities  for  washing  of  glassware. 

At  another  public  house  1 W.C.  and  1 wash-hand  basin  was  provic 
for  the  use  of  ladies. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the 
:ove  Acts. 


Article 

Genuine 

Non- Genuine 

Total 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

bweet  Milk  . 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Certified  Milk 

- 

II 

- 

- 

- 

ii 

t.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk) 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- 

20 

Pasteurised  Milk  . 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

9 

~.T.  Milk  . 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Jream 

- 

I 

— 

— 

- 

I 

frozen  Whole  Egg 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

iickled  Onions 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Whisky 

4 

3 

- 

- 

4 

3 

Malt  Vinegar 

- 

I 

~ 

— 

I 

’omato  Puree 

- 

I 

- 

- 

— 

I 

iish  Cakes  . 

- 

I 

- 

I 

iresh  Butter 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Eardines 

- 

I 

- 

- 

I 

Eausages 

— 

2 

— 

i 

— 

3 

•utter  Pats  . 

- 

I 

“ 

— 

- 

I 

ere  Cream  . 

- 

24 

- 

24 

thicken  Spread  . 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

iomed  Beef 

foreign  Matter  in  Edible 

I 

' 

i 

[Oil  . 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

i 

elly  Crystals 

- 

I 

- 

i 

irrowroot 

— 

I 

“ 

— 

— 

i 

condensed  Milk  Skimmed 

- 

I 

- 

— 

— 

i 

•ream  and  Whip 

- 

I 

— 

— 

— 

i i 

utter  Milk  Powder 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

i 

lalad  Cream 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

I 

■ ita  Cream 

tomato  Puree  (double 

I 

" 

I 

cone.) 

dargarine  (ro  % Creamery 

" 

I 

1 

Butter) 

- 

I 

— 

— 

1 

Kef  Sausages 

I 

— 

I 

ce  Lollie 

- 

I 

— 

— 

i 

:reme  of  Tomato  Soup  . 

I 

- 

- 

- 

i 

•ripping 

- 

I 

— 

— 

i 

sutter  Nuts 

- 

I 

— 

— 

1 

:od  Liver  Oil  Compound 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

i 

:onc.  Orange  Juice 

I 

- 

— 

I 

ard  . - . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Totals 

4 

108 

- 

2 

4 

no 

PROSECUTIONS. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  court  proceedings  during  t 
year. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

Premises  of  listed  sellers  of  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  Poise 
List  were  visited  and  advice  given  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act  a 
Rules. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 

One  informal  sample  of  grain  grass  and  turnip  fertiliser,  one  infora 
sample  of  beet  fertiliser,  one  informal  sample  of  carbonate  of  lime,  0 
formal  sample  of  carbonate  of  lime  and  one  formal  sample  of  sulphate 
ammonia  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  the  samples  agreed  with  t 
statements  of  guarantee  within  the  limits  of  variation  as  laid  down 
the  regulations. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  new  Ladies’  and  Gents’  Conveniences  in  Hospital  Street  we 
completed  during  the  year  to  replace  the  former  obsolete  convenienc 
at  King  Street  which  were  closed. 

The  approval  of  the  Department  of  Health  has  also  been  obtained  f 
the  erection  of  a new  gents’  convenience  at  the  North  Inch  and  this  wo 
will  be  started  shortly. 

The  amount  collected  from  the  coin-operated  locks  during  the  ye 
was  £1,602  is.  nd.  as  compared  with  £1,562  12s.  iod.  in  1955,  £1,295  1 
8d.  was  collected  from  the  Ladies’  Conveniences  and  /306  13s.  3d.  fro 
the  Gents’. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 

I wish  to  thank  Dr.  Ritchie,  Convener  of  the  Health  Committee,  f 
his  constant  support  and  encouragement  and  also  the  officials  of  all  oth 
Departments  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  to  acknowledge  n 
special  indebtedness  to  those  who  have  supplied  information  for  inclusic 
in  this  report. 

Mr.  John  H.  Irvine,  Depute  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  at  the  end 
the  year  on  returning  to  Kirkcaldy  as  Depute  there. 

Mr.  Peter  Mawer  has  been  promoted  to  the  post  of  Depute  Sanita 
Inspector  and  is  already  proving  his  worthiness  to  fill  this  post. 

To  all  other  members  of  the  staff  I extend  my  sincere  thariks  for  the 
loyal  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am, 

My  Lord  Provost,  Lady  and  Gentlemen 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  McBRYDE,  F.R.S.H 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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